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Foreword

Project Shelter was established in June 2014 in the city of Kiev, in connection with the current
gituation in thecountry. Rople beganto equest hel p from or thdeavez a't
the Eastern regions of the country and the Crimea. Our mission is to provide temporary shelter an
support for LGBT people (lesbian, gay, bigal and transgender peoplajdarnally displacedrom

the zone of military conflict and occupied territories (Eastern Ukraine andfARimea). As part

of the Shelter project, since April 2016, we have also been considering applications for assistance |
LGBT people who find themsedg in other difficult life situations.

Shelter is a 4oom apartment in which 6 people can live (bometimes the number is up8e).

For the entire period of the project's existence, 77 people have phassagh the shelter. During

the stay in the sklter, a persorsocializes in the city, look$or a jo housing, makes new
acquaintances, finds a circle of contacts. We considereonthsasa sufficient time for adaptation
(there were cases when peopleved out ina month ortwoj t ° s n o tith eviergbody. énme v
the spring of 2016, we expanded the focus and started accepting tapmi¢eom people from the
LGBTQ community who found themselves in a difficult life situation, those who were kickeaf ou

the house, from work or weret payd thesalaries, and who were left without means of livelihood.
Sincethe number of this applications has increaddte reasons are different, but mostly they are
related to homophobia and transphobia. People eanoe tothe shelter have absolutely different
professions (for example: the engineer of railroad highways, the engineer from the housing office.
the cook, the masseuse, the manual therapist, etc.).

What services does Shelter provide?

First drée sty for a period of 4 to 3 months (some casesonsidered individually and
stipulated), we purchase monthly tragards food, household chemicals, medications for the first
aid kit. The organization provides legal and psychological counseling sewitbesur specialists,
as well as a platform with activities that are open to attendance.

The Shelter project has existed foore than 3.5 years and during thisie we often heard
guestions about why we provide temporary housing togarticulargroup and Wy it should be
allocated among thethertemporary settlers.

We answer

LGBT-people are a vulnerable group, whose representatives often face manifestations o
homophobia and transphobia, including discrimination and hate crimes. LGBT people find it
difficult to adapt in a situation where they are forced to live in the same space together with othe
internally displaced peopléncludinghomophobic and transphobic people. LGBT people in such a
situation are forced to hide the triethout their personal ligeandor their identity andpretend to be
heterosexuals amal/ cisgenders, which is an additional factor that causes stress, which they already
feel as people who fled the conflict zor&uspcion of homosexuality/person being a transgender,
made on the lss of hisher appearance, manner of behavior, etc., can daostdity in the
surroundingand conflictswith neighbors in the sheltptace of temporaryesidence. It can also
expose peoplw the danger of physical violence.

Transgender people face aiituhal difficulties due to the discrepancy between identity documents,
their appearance and identity. In settlements under the control sfpheatistorces, this becomes

a factor of high security risk and may even threaten the life of transgendée,@ope they must
present documents at every roadblock, and if documents cause doubt, a person may be detaint
sent to community servicend when disclosing a person's status, there may be violence on the
ground of transphobia. When leaving tieeupiel territory, problems arise with the presentation of
documents to Ukrainian military and border guards, who are also suspicious of people with
"dubious documents".



We heard a lot of commentsncluding from representativesf human rights and LGBT
organizdions, of such content: they say, what's the problem, let them dress in accordance with the
passporsexand go withoushowingtheir identityoff. We assume that these comments are due to a
misunderstanding of the seriousness of the problem. For a largefptransgender people who
have been on hormone therapy for a long time, the attempt to "match” the sex indicated in the
documents does not lead to anything other than accusations of forgery or theft of documents, sinc
their appearance, in particulasecondary sexual characteristidacial hair voice, figure, etc.
clearly look like a characteristic for people of the opposite sex.

Transgender people who managed to leave the conflict zone find it difficult to find she#fsin

which they would notindergo at the very least, the risk of listening to transphobic insults from
neighbors, etc. Also, because of the inconsistency of documents, it is much more difficult for suct
people to find work (employers, as a rule, refuse as soon as they seesthatpaent housing,
register at the place of residence, etc.

Knowing about these difficulties, we decided to create a shelter for LGBT peapsafe place
where people can live for three months in a favorablerennient, without humiliation ofheir

honor and dignity, they can receive the necessary help, psychological and legal advice, help il
finding work.

What problems do internally displaced LGBT people face when they move from the occupied
territories?

Difficulties in finding a job, difficultieswith further rental of housing, due to their residence permit,
transphobia and homophobia when applying for a job

Why do internally displaced LGBT people leave the occupied territories? (according to their
stories and reports)

The unsafe lace ofresidence, lack of work/livelihood/lack of prospéitisy do not support the
policy of the current autitities in the tertories of the occupied zonesnactmenty the same
authorities othe homophobic laws that persecute people on the basis of tkaalseientation and
gender identitydirect threats from outsiders and so on.

A separate shelter for LGBT people will be needed as long as there is homophobia and transphob
in our society.

We providestatisticsas of January 2018, the project of thel&nevas able to help7 people
Amongthem:

Men (homosexual and bisexual): 33 people

LB women: 26 people

Transgender people (including rbmary) 18 people

People from other countries also lived in the shelter: 3 people fled from Georgia, 1 person from
Russia, and 1 person from Tajikistan.

We could not accept about -P® people in the shelter for the entire period of the project's
existence, due to a limited financial resource.

We decided to release this booklet in order to tell you the stories of pgbpléved at different
times in the Shelter project, their personal stories, which they shared with wilagpdu.
The public organization "Insight" thanks all partners and colleagues, people from the community
and simply indifferent people who helpdtetShelter project on different stages. People gave us:
furniture, bed linen, pillows and blankets, clothes and shoes, hygiene products. We are immensel
grateful to everyone who helped and continue to do so.

Team of the Public Organization "Insight"



Anya, 18yearsold

I'm from Ivano-Frankivsk.Up to six yearswe lived with my parentdn Kiev, thatis, the city
of birth is Kiev. Thenl movedfrom Ivano-Frankivskbackto Shelter becausef problemswith my
mother.

My dadtook careof me,butwhenl wassix, hehangedhimself. Thenmy mothereithersold
the apartment,or exchangedt with surcharge,and we movedto Ivano-Frankivsk becauseher
motherlives in the region.My motherinitially did not take careof mealot, andafterthe coming
out, she beganto behavein a fucked up way, and more aggressive With her mother, | also
deterioratedelationship put only aftercomingout.

But evenbefore the comingout, my mother had severalattemptsto sendme out of the
house:during the transferfrom the sixth to the seventhgradeshetried to put me in a military
academythenshesentme to her grandmothern Nadvirna,to the region.Shebullied me from the
fifth grade,| changedschoolon my own but did not makefriends thereat all. | did not talk to
anyone Outlander,in short. Sheevenwentto the school,told somegirls, teacherghere,that I'm
bad, but evenafter that the relationshipd i dbecomeworsethanwe hadwith her. But | did not
alsowantto gothereanymore- | just refused| felt awful there. | closedin theroom.T h awhy ks
almosth a v evisitedthe school.A coupleof times| wentonly to scoresomegradesand finally
releasedrom the class,althoughin anycasetheylet you out of theclass.

| tried to tell the school psychologistabout my mother (becauseshe had a somewhat
stereotypediiew of everythingelse),but shecould not help me.| havea deepdepressiorirom the
fifth grade.Therewereterrible situationswhentherewas an attemptat suicide.It took me about
two yearsto forgetthis andmovefrom this stateto aneasierone.

Our relationshipwith my motherhasalwaysbeentense but transgenderisrhasaggravated
the situation. At the ageof 16, | wasforcibly draggedto the military registrationand enlistment
office, becausd did not wantto go, at the sametime my passportwvas made.But | did not even
know it was madebecauseall this was necessaryfor the motherfor the military commissariat
becauseshewastold thatat school.There,l couldnot sayto anydoctor;| alreadyknewthatit was
betternot to tell people.Then| was a patientfor anotheryear;thenl madea comingout, then|
alreadytried to do something,of course,not on my own, | wantedto seedocbrs, evendecidedto
askmy motherfor help.l wasstill in Nadvornayafrom therel left for Ivano-Frankivsk.Enteredhe
extramuralsatranslatorin Kiev, butnow | understandhatit is notenoughfor meto getadiploma
for my own money,andthereis little sensen this studying.

| realizedpretty early who am I. I'm a transgendewoman, my pronounis "she." Some
social stereotypeslid not pressureme, on my perceptionof everything.Therefore,l did not fight
with me. | did a comingoutin the ninth grade.lt seemedo methatthe doctorswould helpme, but
unfortunatelyjn Ukraine,it doesnot work thatway. | wantedto startthe examinationat the ageof
17to goto thecommissiorat 18 yearsold, butthedoctordelayedt all, anda yearlater,he saidthat
helost my cardandthatonly from theageof 18 canl startanexaminationandbeforethatl needto
be placedin a psychiatrichospital.l realizedthat| shoulddealwith everythingon my own, I went
on my own to buy all the hormonesl! startedtherapy,somechangedegan.l ' afreadyl8 years
old, the body doesnot grow so much,andthe changesarevery slow. Thereareno specialistsand
now | ' forcedto consultwith transgendepeopleandexperimenton myself, which takesa lot of
time. Well, andalot of moneytoo.

| readhow thingsarein Ukrainewith the changeof documentsandso got on the site of the
Insight. Fromtherel gotto thegroup,it waswritten aboutthetransgendedirectionthere.l wroteto
the coordinatorthat| havea problemwith my parentsaskeddoeshe know anytransgendepeople
who couldsettleme,and| wasofferedto cometo Shelter.

| was told: "Send an application.” | wrote in an email. | wrote that I want to find
understandingpeople and that | have problems with parents, which have had negative
consequences.hadno fearto comehere.Whenl first wentinto the office, it wasa little scary,of
course sucha light worrying asto whetherthis is true. And despitethe fact thathereyou havean
understanishg community, it was still difficult for me to talk aboutmyselfin a feminine gender,



becausd'm terrified of reaction.But now | haveno problemswith this. | arrivedin October.From
theapartmenttself, | expectedsomethingnuchworsethanit wasbecausat seemedhatif it wasa
freehelp,it wassomethingof badquality.

The main thing the Sheltergives- the opportunityto move out of your extremeconditions
andlive here.The only pity is thatthereare six placesthere,and| could move out of there.We
discussedmy circumstancesmy situationand extendedmy stay here,but thereis still very little
time to do something.Somepeoplewho comehavetheir own companyand canrentan apartment
with someoneit's moredifficult for me.

It's hardto saythatsomethings missing,becausehe organizerdhavearesourceandit's not
infinite. Of course,jt would be betterif therewereseveralrooms,preferablyindividual becauséhe
peoplewho comeare different, and sometimegshey are not very pleasant. This, of course,is the
problemof the peoplethemselvesbut this canleadto conflict situations Peoplearedifferent, with
differentconditionsandthis shouldbe understood.

It is now difficult for me to imaginewhatwill happento me after Sheter—1 d o nhavean
apartmentwork, education.l needto find a job, but | needto find a well-paid job, given my
situation.Beforethat, thereweremanyattemptso getajob, but with my communicatiorskills for
me, it wasdifficult to evento go through as manyinterviews.Now it's more comfortable,l try to
applyfor acook,but | do notknow if it will work out. Probablyevenharderis finding someondo
rentanapartmenwith. It would be desirablepf courseto havetime to raisemoneyandfind work
andhousing.l ’ throughatransition,andit's alittle scaryfor meto think thatl will cometo apply
for ajob with amalepassport| feelthattherewill besomeaggressionandif not- i will simply not
be hired. You needa lot of moneyto study at the university,which | do not have,and everyone
aroundme saysthat any universityis somethingthat you shouldnot wastetime on. | cando self
education]'ll goto somecoursesFurther(whenthis extremeperiodends)l wantto leaveUkraine,
sormrewherewhereit is normal.

Vlad, 48 yearsold

Shelter,of course,changedny life for the better,becausef it w e r ean Shelter,l do not
know how my life would continuein Donetsk.Why? Becauseof the blockade which is currently
there and becauseof the absenceof Ukrainian enterprises|t was quite difficult to continue
scientific activity and career,whateverit was. Not becausesomefreedomsare limited in Donetsk
now, but becausat is ratherdifficult, | am a citizen of Ukraine.T h e raksd asconstructionof
scientific work, it is quite complex,andit is impossibleto plan a thesisand defendit right now.
Thatis, how muchtime will it take,by whatlegislationit will occur- it is quite difficult. But time
goesby, naturally,| wantto live today.

Of course,thereis work there.The only thing is that now social aid is paid there, it's not
evenasalary,i t dncgea month,andit's a very small, limited amountof money,which is enough
only for food to survive. Therefore,it is very difficult to build any developmenplans.Of course,
life therewill normalizeonce,of courseput atthe momentit is quite problematic.

I'm aman,gay.| alwaysunderstoodhat! amgayandthatmy life will bedifferentfrom the
life of ordinarymen, heterosexualfrom the point of view of building family relationshipsand so
on. It happenedprobably in childhood.| alwayskeptit quiet, of course,and genderidentity, and
sexualpreferencesBut on the greateraccountl neverconcealedt from thosepeoplewho treated
me well enough:friends, relatives.It wasdifficult for themto acceptme the way | am — not for
friends, but for relatives.They certainly did not turn away from me and did not refuse,but they
werevery worried becausd ¢ a rhavea family in the traditional sense But therewas no strong
negativeattitude from their side. Ratherworries. Although as for brothersand sisters- | think,
althoughtheysaythattheyacceptme,for them,it is notentirelycomfortablel thinkt h abecause
of the generallyacceptedcanons.Becausethe attitudeto my partner,with whom we have been
living for 13 years..Visually, it seemsasif no questionsareaskedaboutour relationship asif this
is selfexplanatorybut thereis no way to discusssomeproblemsthat may arisefrom time to time
in our relationships,becauseit feels awkward from ther side, and for me, of course,i t ' s
uncomfortableto discusgheseissueswith them.



I like both men and women equally, beautiful and intelligent. | can appreciatewomen's
beauty,of course,and| canadvisesomethingconcerninghow a womanlooks better,but from a
sexualpoint of view, womendo not interestme. | haveso manywomenfriendswho know about
my sexualorientationandaretolerantenoughaboutit.

Fromthe sideof parentsherewereattemptso acquaintme with somewomansothatin the
longterm| could createa family with her, but, naturally, this was not a promisingrelationship.|
haveneverexperiencegexualattractionto awoman.

Thereis a graphin my resume"marital status”- | write "divorced", this, asa rule, at the
stageof employmentis enough.Later, the questionsappear:"Do you havea civil wife?", "But do
you haveany children?"At work, | try not to talk aboutmy sexualorientation,althoughovertime,
of course peoplestartguessingl hadsucha situationin a cafein Donetsk,somewheren the year
2000,2001,maybe.Young peopleapproachedne; they askedif | wasgay or not, | certainlysaid
thatno. Somethingseemedo themthere,althoughl neverdressegretentiouslydefiantly. And yet,
peopleof traditionalsexu# orientationseeother sexualorientation.Not a haircut,not clothes,| do
not differ from the generallyaccepteccanons.Theyweretipsy. It resultedin the fact thattheybeat
me up, and quite seriously.Of course,l did not write any statementgo the police; it is not at all
promising.l gotinto the hospital,evenhadsomescarsleft, that'son my facebecausd wasbeaten
with a metal buckle,they havetorn soft tissueson my face, thereforethe scarswereleft from the
surgeon'sntervention.

And in Kiev, therewasa situationaroundthe sametime limit whenwe werewalking with a
young man and holding hands.We were followed for a long time by a police patrol and, in 40
minutes,they overtook us, stoppedus, startedasking questions:"Why are you holding hands?",
They calledthe transportfacility, droveusto the station,for along time we wereinterrogatedand
the interrogationconcernedhe same wasnot open,it wasthenin the text that sounded'Why did
you hold hands?Are you gay?Or is your companiongay?".Althoughwe did not speakioudly, we
did not useprofanity, thatis therewasnothingin our behaviorthat could havealarmedthem. After
40 minuteswe werereleasedecausd saidthatin the end,| wastired of all of that.| understod
why this detentiontook place,the reasonfor it. We did not violate public order; alcohol was not
drunkin public places,we did not bring discomfortto the public, we were holding hands.There
wereabsolutelyno legal groundsfor detention.This wasall accompaniedby suchridicule, andthis
procedurevas,of courseyery humiliating. At the stagewhen| wastired of all this, | saidthatl was
just afraid to fall, althoughit was summer,it was not slippery. Well, they laughedamicablyand
decidedthat they had nothingto incriminatefrom the point of view of the law, andtheylet us go.
But the situationwasextremelyunpleasantyery humiliating.

| concludedhatthe societyis absolutelynot ready,you needto be evenmoreclosedanddo
not showyour sexualpreferencesgspeciallyin public places.Of course the constanpressurdrom
thesideof societyaffectsthefactthatyoujustcan'tbeyourself.l t psyghologicallydifficult.

| havefound out about” | n s thigpugh fliendsin Donetsk.They said that "there is an
opportunity,contactthesepeople,theywill be ableto helpyou - to providehousing."Therewasa
conversatioronly aboutthis, although,in fact, the Shelterprojectis broaderi t notenly housing,
herethe help is comprehensivelyprovided:both psychologicalsupport,you feel comfortable,and
you aregiventime sothatyou cansolveyour financial problemswhich s alsoimportantfor people
who found themselvesn variousdifficult situationsrelatedto military operationspot only in such
asl have.

The friend who told me was connectedwith the LGBT-community, he visited various
training seminarswherehe met Insight. And whenmilitary actionsbegan theywrote him a letter
with a proposalfor help. Although he refusedit, not seeinghimself anywhere exceptfor Donetsk.
And neverthelessthanksto this communicationhe knew aboutthis project,andit helpedme, of
courseyery much.

My applicationwasvery quickly reviewed.Theyrealizedthatit is very important for people
to get a quick responsepecausewhat is war - every hour, every day can cost a person'slife.
Literally within a week or one and a half (becauseof the queue,which was at that time herein
Shelter),l receiveda positive responsel sentthe applicationnot just for my accommodationbut
also for the accommodatiorof my partnerand his son, who is disabled,becausenaturally, the



possibility of simultaneousaccommodatiorof threepeoplewas consideredn Shelter.We did not
comeheretogetter. Sincefrom the momentof a positiveresponse&o my applicationfrom Shelterto
my arrival here,two yearshavepassedn general.

| wasnotready,andmy partnerwasnot ready.He categoricallydid not wantto cometo this
territory, controlledby Ukraine, but | did not wantto partwith him. Therefore for sometime | was
hopingthatmaybesomehoweverythingwill still be settledor all of ourissueswill beresolvedand
we will have the opportunity to solve the difficulties that we are having, there, in Donetsk,
including the renewal of the passportBecausel turned45 in the 14th year, and my Ukrainian
passportwas simply not valid. | still havea passporthat facilitatesmy situationfrom the point of
view of moving, but my partnerhasa rather complicated situation becausdan the 16th year he
turned45, his passports notvalid, andhe doesnot wantto go here.

We still communicateHe livesin my housein Donetskwith his son.

Whatis Shelter?Shelteris just aterrific project.Peoplewho work with it in Insightarevery
kind, very sympathetiqgpeoplewho pursueonly the goal of helpingothers.l havenot heardof any
similar projects from the side of the state, nor from other public organizationsor charitable
foundations.

| arrivedin Kiev lastsummer,on Junel6th,| hadavery limited amountof money,it was
not evenenoughto issuemy UkrainianpassportTherefore the procesof its design- gluing photos
- wasquite lengthy.Accordingto the currentlegislationof Ukraine, it is necessgy to formalizethe
statusof a migrantat the beginning,andonly on the basisof this certificatecould a photobe pasted.
In general,the proceduretook two weeks,of course,l could not afford to stayin Kiev for two
weeks.

I movedby myself. Frankly, | am afraid to evenimaginehow eventswill developfurther.
But |

understangberfectlywell thattime is movingforward,andthatthe morel spendt, themore
| loseopportunitieghatareherein Kiev, relatedto the continuationof my professionahcivities.

In Shelter,everythingis thoughtout to the lastdetail. Peoplewantto help so sincerely that
theytry to makethe mostcomfortablestayhere.Sol ¢ a revemcomeup with anywishesregarding
somethingo changeOf courseijt's greatthatthe help of professionapsychologistss provided.

In therulesin Shelter,thereis nothingwritten so special,they are basedon mutualrespect
of the peoplewho arehere,and,of course the elementarynormsof behaviorin everydalife, from
hygieneto the observancef the silenceregimeat night.

Here,peopletry to communicatewith eachother,try to help eachotherinside our small
family with adviceand any help othersmay need.l t dquite comfortable.Especiallysincewe are
not forcedto communicatewith eachother.Thatis, if it is morecomfortablefor a personto exclude
communicationwith otherrepresentativesf the LGBT-communityat somestageof life, no one
will botherhim with the proposal’No, no, communicatevith us!". Peopleshouldfeel emotionally
comfortablehere. Tensesituations,of course,arise,but theseare more humanmoments because
everyonehasdifferentideasabouteverydaylife, aboutcleanlinessbut all of theseare completely
solvedissuesi,it is quite simple to communicate and be guidedin building relationshipsby the
principlesof mutualrespect.

| do not have any exclusiverights in Shelter. The only thing that | have little more
responsibilitieswith the currentview of peoplestayinghere asto makethem as comfortableas
possible,regardlesf their experienceand social status.| try to voice theserules and reportto
peoplewho gethere.Thisrole is comfortablefor me,thereforeit doesnot entailquitea seriousime
from my side,andwe still communicag within this smallcommunity.

Thereare principlesthat were laid down: comfortablecoexistenceand a desireto help
peoplewho found themselvesn difficult life situations.The only thing that extendsthe list of this
assistance- starting from financial, it's still free housing, travel, and clothing, which the
organizatiorcollectsfor peoplewho needit, for measwell. | arrivedin thesummerandl hadonly
summerthings, and aheadwas autumnand winter, | did not have anything, including money.
Becausel had a problemwith employment.for 4-5 months,| could not get anywhereto work
becaus®f the Donetskresidencgpermit, underdifferent pretextsl wasrefused Of coursetheydid
not say to me straight"we do not take you becauseyou are from Donetsk,"but herein Ukraine



therearea numberof normativedocumentshatexpandherights of forcedmigrantsandrestrictthe
possibility of dismissalfrom the employer.He ¢ a rhiretus for a trial period, while the ATO is
going,hemustsigna contract with usfor a yearatleast.Thatis, within ayearhehasnoright to fire
a person,regardlessof whetherhe will suit him from a professionalpoint of view. Therefore,
employersarevery selectivelytreatpeoplewho havecomefrom anuncontrolledteritory, because
it will be difficult to fire a personwithin a year.l wantto saythatthe stateof Ukraine,in fact, did
not pay a pennyof moneyanddid not help at all a migrant.| still facedsucha situationin social
insurancewhenl tried to regider asa personwho lost his job, to join the labor exchangethey had
a passportof a Ukrainian citizen before their eyes,looking at a residencepermit for Donetsk,
saying:"Well, you area foreigner."l say:"A foreigner?Look at the passporbf which countryyou
havebeforeyour eyes." They: "But it doesnot matter,you areconsideredo be a foreigner."And
then| realizedthat all theseordealsand the difficulties that | had during the four monthswith
employmenin Kiev, theywereconnectedvith my registration.Thereis somekind of anunspoken
agreementhat restrictsthe employmenif suchpersonsvho havecomefrom a partthatis beyond
Ukraine'scontrolatthe moment.

And of course,having no meansof subsistencethe“ | n s prgahizationandthe Shelter
project helpedme a lot, starting from the roof over my headand ending with the freedom of
movementinside the city — the travel card, which gives me the opportunityto go on aninterview
andactivelytakeup ajob searchl managedo getajob only in amedicaluniversity,althoughfrom
the point of view of wagesit is rathersmallmoney.If notfor Shelter,| would not havebeenableto
stayherefor solong, and| would not evenlook for ajob - facedwith somedifficulties, within a
coupk of first un-successfuinterviews,| think that| would haveto go to Donetsk,becausén Kiev
moneyendsquickly enoughlife is quite expensiveand! did not haveanyfinancial savingsat that
time. Now my goal is to finish my thesis,get PhD, and then | evenam afraid to think about
somethingbecausé is notknownhowtheeventswill developfurtherin thecountry.

Eva Kuker, 40yearsold

I am from Lugansk.| had an ordinary life, | was born there, grew up, educated After
graduatinghe universityl did not move,| graduatedrom the university,| worked,| hada life, an
apartmenteverythingwas arranged.n the 14th year, theseconfronaitionsbegan,l was a direct
participant,thatis, | sawwhenthe water was turnedoff spontaneouslyelectricity, then the first
thoughtwas that somethingwas wrong. And when| was alreadystartingto look out the window
andseethatthereweresmokepointsfrom thefire in differentplaceson the horizon,thenit wentall
wrong. Therewas someidea of collecting documentsa backpackwith all the things. | did not
prepareto move, but | had suchan idea. | still hopeduntil the last momentthat it was same
stupidity, which will soonend.Becauseét wasso unreal,andevennow it's unreal,we just wanted
somelife; now | understandhatwe movedto Kiev, andl felt muchbetter.Right now, in Shelter,in
Insight, they really gave me the opportunity of the first step. Becauset was really, really very
difficult.

| usedto cometo Kiev oftenenough;l did not stayin Lugansk.The peoplewho stoodthere
and broughtfood to theseterroristswho capturedthe building of the SecurityServiceof Ukraine
we hadsuch a separatismini-Maydan,crazyelderlywomenbroughtfood there,andthenl realized
thatsomethinghaschangedAnd afterthat,| movedhere.And theseold womenandall the people
who were hangingout therearefrom, | guess,Lugansk,Donetsk,Alchewsk, all thesecities of the
Donbassregion, they are all very poor. A lot of poor people.Especially,beforethis conflict, we
have many peoplereduced.Including me. Well, I'm a normal personwho canthink. And if the
miner was reduced,and he hasfive children and a wife, and he wantsto drink and eat, then, of
coursejf somebuscomesandthepersonis told "yes,let'sgo to RussiaUkrainemadebadthingsto
us",thenhe goes,andtakesa weaponWell, | guessso. Of course,I'm not a politician, but I guess
that'sexactlyhow it was. Theywent, becauseherearea lot of peoplewho did not go further than
Donetsk,Luganskregion,they satthere,manyof themhaveneverleft their village. And suddenly
theyweregiventhe opportunityto earnmoney,andto expresgheir own opinion.| t drevolution.
So...And me,manypeoplenow ask:"You probablyhaveneverbeento Kiev?" No, | traveleda lot,
traveledaroundUkraine, not at work, | havefriends, colleagues..Not colleaguesput friends. |



communicatd in the community, got acquainted) wasinvited to Kharkov, Lviv, andKiev - all
over Ukraine. That is, peoplewho are educatedwho had an education,and who knew what this
situationwould leadto - theywereagainsit, butagainsit only in words.

What was the decidingfactor for the move?We lived with a friend, and besidesthat we
lived atmy place,l d i dhavewater,it wasturnedoff, aswell asthe electricity, we decidedto go
downto asmallcentralizeddistributionof water,andtherewasno water,we boughtbeer,andwhen
we passedyy, we cameunderan avalancheThey flew somewherebut we really got stuckon the
ground.Not becauseat wasscary,a personcanunderstandvhatfearis, until he tearsoff hisleg or
arm. But therewasthis feding... it's alreadythe end. Thenmy relativessaid that somethingbadis
coming, and my brothercameand said thatwe ¢ a nwait any longer, and that tomorrow we are
leaving.

Moreover,mostof the peoplewho stayedthere,they...this is a pseuderepublic of retirees.
Becauseonly pensionersansurvivetherenow. The salaryis a horror now. Hereyou canget 6-7
thousanda month,andthereit turnsout to fifteen hundred. And eventhatnot on time. Thatis, no
oneyoungerthattheretirementagecansurvive there.. Eitheryou go to war, or somehowyou crash
into this grouping, or you starveto death.There are only two ways out. Well, | also have an
acquaintancea bisexual,he starteddatinga girl whenthe revolutioncame,well, evenbeforethat,
stably, he got a job in the administrationandtried hardthere,forgot that he was gay, that he was
bisexual,that togetherwith him we wentto different parties,he suddenlybecamevery compliant,
positive.

In Donetsk,therewasa normalLGBT community.Well, thereweresomepersecutionshut
theseare all themes,parties...The only thing that | was not a bright memberof this LGBT
movement,] communicatedvith quite a lot of people,but we met...it wasstill, God, how many
yearsago, it was youth, therewere parties.We went out, talked, met, built, broke,asin ordinary
life. Theonly thing thattheseinstitutionswereat oneplace,thenanotherthenthethird. Most likely
therewassomesecrecyfrom the authoritiesIn oneplacea month,thentransferredo a remotearea
of the city, thentheyweregenerallycoveredup. Anothersuchcrazinessvaswhen| sawthe crowd
from the region,andthey walked with bannerdike "we arefor traditionalvalues,""gays get out"
and everythingelse,it wasin 2014,in the spring.It was somereligious processioror something,
againstall the evil spirits thatcould occupyRussiato occupyDonetsk this free, spiritual city, and
the Donbas.Although their spirituality was very low, apparentlyWell, that'sall, this is a shock,
with pops,and peoplewith weaponsthey ran, boughttickets on the sameday, and left, already
countingon what might happen.. We expectedthat in a couple of weekseverythingwould end.
Well, it wasdelayedsothat | hadto stayin Kyiv for threemonths,therewasjust a blockade my
parentdived throughit, they stayedthere...Thenl first cameto Shelter,whenl| camehere,sawit
on the Internet,| applied,sawthat helpwasrequired.And | wrote, | lived with somefriendsthere,
thensomehowit becamea long time, andl madea decision... Becausewve left without money,it's
unclearhow to geta job, no documentsno diploma,to restoreit all is stupid,| wasonly ableto
recoverthe identificationcode.If you only havea passporwithout identificationcode- you also
c a rmgoanywhere.

And it turnsout thattherewasan announcemerthat| needechelp, therethe girl calledme
back, she offered her accommodationa nice apartmentin the center,l first came,shehad some
friendsfrom herjob, andl wasafraid how couldit turn out. Too manyshocksandl saidthat"l do
notwant, | do not want,goodbye".And thenshephonedfrom work, shesaidshewasworkingin a
normalgoodstructure that everythingwasfine. At thattime | did not finish talking to her, | threw
the option away. | saidthat | wasfrightened...And at that time my friend advisedShelter.I call
backto Shelterat once,andthenwe agreedat once,shesaid"come”,| arrived,thereat oncea boy
from this organizationcame,explainedhow to get there,showedeverything,and| lived therefor
four days,andthis wasthe third or fourth month of my stayin Kiev, | wasvery worried aboutmy
parentspecauseéherewasno connectionnothing.Theyarevery specialpeopleto me,and | would
not forgive myselfif we left, andsomethingvould happerto them.And it turnedout thattherewas
no connection] lookedeverytime at thelevel of shelling,the radiusincreasesthe city wasgetting
redderand redder,that therewere hits near our house,l quickly took tickets, | looked for fellow
travelers thatis carrierswho cantakeyou to the city, and| alreadytook the tickets,| wentto the



busstation,| told OlgathatI'm goingto find somethingsomeway to help, | havealreadycadllected
wet wipesandwater,and collectedmore somethingasif | ’ goningon a hike. And on my way to
the busstation,my family calls me back,theysay:"Hello, how areyou, we founda point wherewe
couldcall from," | say:"l alreadytook thetickets,"andtheysay:"No, everythingis fine, staythere,
do notgo anywhereWe arenow goingto call eachother,the connectiornwasrestoredthesetowers
have alreadybeenrestored,do not go, staythere."Well, all right, one of my panickedhorror is
gone.And thenjust one girl from Kiev calls, says:"Cometo me, everythingis fine," we talked,
apologizedo eachother,andbecausé sawthattherewerequite alot of peoplein the Shelter four
rooms,andtherelived abouteight people— someoneslepton the balcony,maybebecausd came
someonenas forcedto moveto the balcony,andthey offered me a place,| apologizedto Olya, |
said:"I'm uncomfortable] will nottakesomeone | spéactesm persornreally offersmeto live with
her, well, I'm movingthere." And t h aiti forsa monthand a half, we met normally, sheis very
loyal too, a personwith educationthinking, reasongdid not sayanythingaboutthefact thatl, who
am, aboutmy bisexualorientation, therewasno questionsnothing.And thenl left, lived for some
time and movedout, went home,hadto finish my business little, look at my relatives,how are
they, | came,looked, and left alreadywith packagesand with all the documentsl took all the
documentsanddecidedto settlein Kiev. Becausealthoughl did not haveanyfriendsatall, whenl
came, | had an acquaintanceshe wantedto go further than Kiev. She said "let's go, | e tgd s
together,'but| alreadyhada normaljob here,andmostimportantly,| camethe secondime andthe
last one to the personwith whom | wantedto build a relationship.We met and I came here
purposefullyto my true love. Partner,a femalepartner,with whom | havea relationshipfor a year
anda half. Thenl came..No, | wentto my place,lived for a while, wantedto come, | think, for a
monthl cameagainto this my friend from Kiev, | arrived,stoppedor awhile, to adapta little. I'm
somehowunobtrusivepersonthatis for alongtime...somepeoplecan"hang"for years,andfor me
it wasthe mainthing to find ajob. Well, | waslooking for ajob, lived for awhile, createdaresume
andeverythingelse,andthen,alreadywhen| wasfired, it wasalready...in July of the 15th year.|
calledOlga, andaskedif therewasany option, shesaid"Yes, come,everything'sfine," well, they
put mein and,actually,| really plungedinto Shelter'dife. And plungedinto it for morethanthree
months.And for thesethreemonths,I, of course did not just sit, for thefirst two monthsl wentto
interviews,a lot of agenciesa lot of people,until | found somethingn my specialty.Accordingto
my abilities,andsomethinghatsuitsme. And alreadybeganto work, andjust startedto havesome
first normal earnings,and| did not take up this placeanymore,| left in November.No, | left in
Januarymostlikely. We alreadywaitedfor a newapartmentit happenedomewherén November.
I do notknow, in connectiorwith what!l hadconflictsatwork in Donetsk,but... in Kiev,
for example— now my style somehowcamed down. And thenl hadthe shaverhead haircut,well,
so...A bit of my imagewastougher.And | gotajob in a children'sschool,andat schooll worked,
andin alittle lessthanayear,eithera phonecall washeard,or somethingelse, becauseéappng was
everywhereand somehowl was softly told that | mustleavethe roomin connectionwith "good
behavior".It's a big city, but a small neighborhoodEveryoneknows everything,and peopleare
always not very responsiveto many situations.Well, in fact, | ¢ a nsaytthat Kiev has moved
forward, it is moving forward, andwill moveforward. God grantthat somethingwill change that
is, mostimportantly,the oppressiorof the communityandthe oppressiorof the social... Because
peopledo not perceive,do not understandand can poison,but now i t diffecult to find normal
work, andpeoplewill preferto drink, live their lives,andcomeup with anotherstoryatwork. From
Kiev | havea muchbetterimpressionnotjust better,but muchbetter,thisis a city of possibilities.|
have never had such opportunitiesnow. For any reason,for the personwith whom | am now
together.Well, of course, everyonehas some specific situations, but no matter how much |
appreciatevhat | havenow. | appreciateeveryday. In contrastto the fact thatl hada continuous
routinethere,homework. With my parents- yes,therewasa big conflict, this is becausd wasan
honestpersonanddid notwantto hide.You hide everywherej would like notto doit in thefamily
at least. Well, becauseof this therewere conflicts, of course,l lived with friends, acquaintances,
girlfriends. All the relativesreactedthe sameway. All of them.I think i t Becausa t dnather
generation,l think that every parentwants a bright future, grandchildren,greatgrandchildren,



althoughl couldgive birth, I do not needit. Calmfamily, | wantafamily, butl ¢ a rhaveéchildren.
Now I d o nell themanythingthatl doin Kiev. Thatis, "therearenorelations,l live, | work."

Thefirst time | cameto Shelter,l did not expectanythingat all. For me, it wasimportant
that there was somebed and somesilence.So that no one askedme anything.Becausét's so...
Whenyou leavebecausef the war - it's so stressfulthat you just want nobodyto touchyou, and
you wantto keepthedistance And it lastsjust four or five days... We talked,but everyonekeptout
of theaffairs,nobodywith their questions.. everythingis properly.

Thanksto Shelterl learnedpeoplebetter,| learnedthatreally goodpeopleexist, peoplewho
understandand support. There are two volunteersthere; they are almost perfect. They are great
fellows, wise heads,they understandne, and when | sawit, | wonderedhow it could happen,
becausé¢ hadneverseensuchathing in anothercity. For me,thisis a greatandbright future. Their
ideal relationshipmadesuchan impressionon me that | thought,”l want to build myself sucha
relationshiptoo."” And we now havesuchanidealrelationship.Lovely ones.| gotinfectedwith this
idea.| usedto havea relationship,but it wasall... | musthavematurednow. Thentherewas no
desire,opportunityto have a relationship.That was alwaysthe case...Then| had quite a lot of
relationships.Therewas no suchunderstandingas now; therewas no family. And now it is the
family. Unspokenfamily relationsis exactlythe way why | am surethattomorrowwe will havea
commonproperty,commonviews, interests,and | know that the personwith whom | am now is
very interestedn therelationship.Whatevert was- | amsurethat! will beforgivenor understood.
| treatit in thesameway. | canforgive, | canunderstandomethings,| cansupport,| haveadesire.
Well, that is, we exchangedings, and | think thatit will be for a long time. Problemswith the
searchfor housingrelatedto the fact thatwe aretwo girls - no,we h a v dagedthem.Havethere
beenanyproblemswith hiring for sexualorientation? called,| first showedmy documents who |
am, andwhat | am. By work, by specialty.What can| do, whatc a nl.’And the fact thatI'm a
lesbian,or somethingelse,l d o nhaveit written on my forehead.l did not comewith rainbow
braidsin my hair. So nothinghappenedno problems.l do not talk aboutmyself. If not Insight, or
other humanrights organizationsfor me evenit would be a burden.My sexualorientationis my
card.Now | d o ntell aboutit atwork —whatfor? My work is not connectedvith politics, the usual
sphere,the sphereof service.l am perceivedas a specialist. | do not want to be perceivedas
somethingelse...fantasizedabout,looked at, askedabout,have peopletalking somethings about
me.

Kostya, 22 yearsold

| wasbornin the city of Donetsk.l lived in Zaporozhyeecently,beforemovingto Kiev. In
Donetsk, everythingwas fine: school, parents,friends. Then one day everythingwent downhill
somehowandit wasnot explicitly connectedvith the eventsthataretaking placethere,in general.
I'm anopengay, andit's hardfor opengaysto bein society.Therewasa move,hardfor me.| lived
for a while in a rentedapartmentwherel had my room, my job. Thentherewas a complicated
period,| lived in Zaporozhyelived with the godmothernotin Zaporozhyeput nearthe city), then
therewasaterribly unpleasanscandalandl hadto usethe servicesof Shelter.It seemedo methat
| wasindependentproud,andeverythingwould passme by; it waseasierfor meto help someone.
And in theend, it turnedout that| hadto askfor help.| neverexpectedt. | alwaysknewthatthere
wasShelter,| hadfriendshere,butl couldnotthink thatl would endup here.

After a closepersonleft my life, | d i d mavethe most beautifulway of life: 1 had my
perceptionof myselfasa gay man,| hadsex,drugs,love there.In the end, | told all my relatives
thatI'm gay,thatl like aperson] wentto anothercity to him.

At first, | thoughtthat | was like MSM (men who practice sex with men). | had a
relationshipwith aman,to whom| left to Rostovon-Don, andheis quite open,says:"Let's makea
phototogether."Me: "You arekidding me!". Although| told my family that| wasleavingfor him,
for meit wasataboo.But | hada shortperiodbetween'a manpracticingsexwith men"to anopen
gay, but | hadit, and | havesomethingto comparewith. I, when| was going with someoneo a
meeting,wasafraid of somedirty trick, butnow gayandokay, goodbye It's easierfor methis way.
Harder,on the one hand, but easier.At leastyou do not deceiveyourself, and thereis no inner
conflict.



Imagine,I'm leaving,I'm 18 yearsold. "Whereareyou going?".Well, | told themwhere-
to my belovedguy. Maybe, for them, it wasnot news,but it wasso, we still d o ncobntimunicate.
When| returned,they reactedvery coldly, unpleasantlyl hadto leaveright away. We saw each
otherat the funeralof a closepersonin 2014, but this wasalreadynot the communicatiorthatwas
before.Only the godmotheisupportedneto somepoint, butevennow it hascometo naught.

| wasfired from work becausé wasgay.In Zaporozhyelt happenedn April 2016.1 was
merelysummonedo the office andtold: "Write aresignatiorietter.”" Theydid not specificallystate
thereasonputit wasunderstandabléMy socialnetworkshaveit, so...Well, it wasvisible by some
signs.At first, | wasoffended,andthenl thought:"God damnit."

| cameto live with my godmothejjust after the situaton at work. | quit the job, | could not
find anewonefor alongtime, | ranout of finances,andsheofferedme.| lived with herfor along
time. | had a goal to raisemoney,a certainamount,to move to Kiev. And herewe havea very
toughconflict beauseof hernotacceptingne.Sheknewall of it whenfor half ayearl lived on her
territory, and for six months,as | calledit, the "bonussystem"operated,t all accumulatecand
accumulatedn her,andshefinally told me everything.Shesaida hotspokenphrase!'l give you a
dayanda night for you to leave."l packedmy thingsandleft. It wason Christmasnight, andl met
Christmason the buswhile driving to Kiev.

Now I movedto Kiev. For me, it wasan unexpectedlyifficult move.l foundajob, but not
the greatestone, but | work, and the whole teamknows I'm gay. And there are somesideways
glancesno onesaiddirectly: "Ew, you'regay." Still, well, i t Kies, theydo not care.It's somuch
tougher,but on the other hand, it's softer, regardingattitude towardspeoplewith different sexual
orientation.And in smalltowns, it is insanelyhard. They do not like suchbright people.l never
wantedto discriminatesomebodyput they aregray. Thereare, of course prilliant peoplein these
small towns, but therearefew of them.Perhapst is the echoesof the Soviet pastof our country.
They are accustomedo everythingbeing gray, but heresomeonenew appearsandh e hos like
them,andhe standsout atonce.

Then the friend who lived heresaid, "Write to Shelter."l did. I knew aboutthis project
earlier,butl somehowdelayed! knewit from phoneconversations.

| cameto Kiev, | hadfriendshere,l lived aweekwith them,andsomehowl tried to solveit
all, 1 hadto talk to someoneFriendssayto me: "write to Shelter."That s, "or, or." Or we will
decidesomethingpor write them; maybethey canhelpyou. | wrote,theyansweredne.| receivean
application,| fill it andsend,| still wait two days.l remembethis eveningvery well; I'm sitting at
home,the phonerings: "Hello, I'm Olga, I'm calling regardingthe application,could you cometo
the organization'ffice tomorrow?"l wasso scaredyou ¢ a revehimagine.Shehassucha stern
voice, | like strictneson oneside,and it frightensme onthe other.But | remembercomingthe next
day, and Olya greetedme so cordially, so warm, she suggestedea. "You wrote the application,
comeon, | e talk.'sFormalmomentsandthe situationas a whole were discussedvith her. And
then: "We signedthe contractfor a month,startingtomorrow.And | understandhatyes,everything
workedout. After theinterview, shewentto do thedocumentsandshesaysto me:"You cango out
andsmokeonthebalcony,"andl say:"You canevensmokehere!”.

| knewa little alreadyabouthow Shelterworks becauseeoplelived herewith whom| am
in goodcloserelationshipsdespitethe fact thatthey areremote but Kiev communicatesvith other
cities. | expectedhatthis would be a placewherel couldcomeandfind ajob to putawayfor rent,
to feedmyself. Justto havethatpossibility. As if | lived with relatives:l cameasa personcomesto
the capital, herel am, | stayedwith my relativesfor threemonths,andthenl movedon with my
costs.| understoodthat this is the only projectin Ukraine that could give me this opportunity
becausenanyorganizationfaveneverdonethis.

My expectationsvere met by morethan100%. Firstly, when| arrived here,therewasone
personhere,whom | knew personalj. Perhapst was easierfor me to adaptbecauseof this. In
generaljt's difficult for meto find acommonlanguagewith people,n the senseof communicating,
talking, I'm a closedoff person.Sometimed'm too openedsometimedoo closedoff, more often
I'm too closedoff. And it seemedo methatwhenl come,l will behaveas| alwaysdo. But no, in
theend,I'm sociableandsmiling. Our internaladministratoisays:"Whenyou arrived,you werenot



serious,but now you are seriousconcerningcommunicabn.” Of course,whenyou leavehomeat
nineandcomeattwelve,it's notaboutbeingserious.

At Shelterwe have the internal administrator.The internal administratoris our support
becauséheis a personwith life experiencel hada moment;it seemedo methat| wantedto quit
my job. And thenhe saidto me: "No, you do not needto do this, becausehenyou will rush,and
time will goby." And | realizedthathe saidit basedon life experienceSomemomentghatwe can
discuss...Old age, loneliness,we even discussthis topic. His position, a personwith a higher
educatiorwho sawmorethanme,andI'm interestedn listeningto his thoughtsaboutmy remarks,
his commentsWith someonej t mogeof a "making jokes" relationship,but with him moreof a
"t al &ne.Wegdlsomakejokes,of course.I'm thrilled I methim. He is a manwhoseopinion |
would listento anda personwith whomit will beinterestingto communicatevhenl leaveShelter.
We alreadydiscussedhis.

Whenl moveout, | planto continueworking, renta room or apartmenwith someonelive,
rejoice,onceagaincometo the March of Equality, maybeto build a relationship.Perhapsbut I'm
probablyone of thosepeoplewho find it difficult to build it, | try, I try, but... The lastone of my
affairs endedwith the accusationthat I'm hysterical. Regardingit there is some jealousy, I'm
possessiveandit's hardfor me, | needto know wheremy manis. Relationshipsamonggaysexist,
of courseandi t beatiful,butl haveneverhadalongone,andit's hardfor meto find my man.

Anton, 20 yearsold

I'm almost 20, and I'm a transgendeman. I'm from the Transcarpathiamegion. From a
small,conservativeity, | felt therelike abird in a cage.Evenbeforethetransition,l hadto hidemy
sexuality,drive myselfinto someframework,be afraid of telling somethingwrong andlooking at
someonebecauseat would endvery badly for me,asmy family is very homophobic] hada lot of
comingouts,andall of them,fortunately,wereunhappy Now | say"fortunately,"becausen some
ways| haveachievedmuchmorefor myself concerningpersonalgrowth. I wasbroughtup by my
grandmotherandthis is a very triggering topic for me becausegherewas so much infringement
from her,shetried to put thosequalitiesthatarein my mother,into me. But we aredifferent people
- like all of us are different. Yes, somethinggot to me, butt h ait Waeill, therewere a lot of
scandalsMy first comingoutis somethingl wassentabroad closedinto aroom,notreleasedand
the communicationwas limited, they tried to dislodye everythingwith possibleand impossible
ways. | had to say: "Yes, it was me who was wrong." But still, when | had my last serious
relationship, | lived with a girl abroad,in Budapest,where | worked (I'm a hairdresserby
education)theyreactedo this normally, becausesheis quite a successfupersonabroad,and,this
did not go beyondthe family. But, naturally, when| broke up with this girl, I cameto Kiev and
plungedinto an atmospheref activism,and my sexualitywent beyondthe family, and then the
majorscandaldegan.

| neverconcealedanything,becausd alwaysbelievedthat my parentswere moretolerant,
becauseheystill live abroadnotin Ukraine.LGBT movemenis moredevelopedherethanin our
country,andtheyhavea moreliberd society,asit seemedo me.My motherhaslived in Hungary
for 16 years.Mom was uncomfortable,and at first, | tried not to harm her, not to hurt her, |
preparedher, as it seemedto me. And she seemedto understandoecauseshe knew about my
girlfriend, and aboutthe fact we want to registera partnership Shewas not thrilled with this, but
shewasnot againstit. Shealwayssaid:"This is your life, andlive asyou wantto, the main thing
that you feel good." But again,aslong asit did not go beyondthe family. But when| arrivedin
Kiev, | remembelit wasthe Equality Festival,| had a picture on Facebook- I'm with a rainbow
flag. Mother sensedroubleandaskedto comeurgently.And | could not becauseé did not havethe
means.Shewasoffended,beganto insult me. Then| thought:"What shouldl hide?Why should|
hide? Am | not like everyoneelse?Am | doing somethingbad?Am | athief, a murderer?’. She
can'tacceptme,andl can'thide.Becausd've beendoingthis for alongtime, andit all accumulated
with time. And then,whenl startedtalking aboutit, it becamaenorecomfortablefor meto live.

| felt the freedomwhen| cameto studyin Uzhhorod.And thena strangeseasorstarted:|
combinedmy studieswith themedparties.l thenfinally realizedthatI'm not a sick person|'m fine,
andI'm not the only one.It becamea little more comfortablefor me becausd learnedto talk with



peoplearoundthis topic andnot be shy. And in thefamily, | keptsilentfor quite a while, until I got
Erica(agirl from Budapest)Shesaid:"You will hideit andit will be worsefor you. Moreover,we

will not hide the fact that we live together.Look at me." Shedid not look masculineWell, | then
cameandsaid:"l havea girlfriend, | live with her, you cantakeit or not, but| live with her,andwe
wantto formalize a partnership.'lt was my third comingout. Naturally, no onewas happyabout

this, therewasa scandal put Erica - sheis sucha person,successfulShe'sa policeman,shehasa

good career,andshe'squite an accomplishegerson.They just realizedthat it would be easierfor
thembecausehereis a personwho loves me and cantake careof me, it suitedthem. Especially
sinceElka saidthat "we do not shoutat everyturn aboutthis, we live, asusualpeoplewed i d n’ t
haveit written on our foreheads."

| first definedmyselfasa lesbian,andthenjust asa person. beganto considermyselfasa
transgendewhen| hadalreadyarrivedin Kiev, and| plungedinto the sphee of activismwhen|
alreadyhadquite enoughtime to studysomething And Kyiv Pride2016helpedme,therel learned
a lot, talkedwith othertransgendepeople,andthis topic becamevery interestingto me andvery
close.Whenl heardotherpeople'sstories, | beganto realizethatit wasnot me going crazy,it was
normal.Becausd alwaysthoughtthattherewasa problemwith me.

In Budapest] wasin retrainingfor nine months,andthatis thanksto my stepfatherheis an
influential person He tried for me to get everythingdonequickly and startworking, and a friend
helpedme, | workedwith him in the studio.He invited meto go on a journeyandwork. Therewere
thenproblemswith the documentsand| could staytherefor no morethanthree months.I wanted
to getHungariancitizenshiptherebecauseny motherlives thereand! couldgetit, butl did not get
it - we quarreled.l hadto visit quite often, and this knockedme out of the rut: | postponedmny
orders,andthenworkedwithout days off.

With the grandmother,in general, everything is sad. | rememberwhen | came from
Budapestindsaidthat| wasleavingfor Kiev becausehis is my friend, my fellow countrymanhe
is a singer,andwe weregoingto work with him. | saidthat| will havea lot of work and| will not
be ableto communicateso closelywith my motheror her (shehassomeUkrainophobiaor capitat
phobia- shedoesnot perceiveUkraineasa country,andshebelievedthatif | | cometo Kiev, then
I'l becomeanalcoholicor will be engagedn sexwork, shemadeno sense)in general] left with a
scandaltook the mostnecessaryhingsthat | had,and, naturally, my instrumentsl wasnot even
seenoff, we just got into a car with a friend and left. After my leave,| do not talk to her at all.
Becausd do not seethe point - if we communicatewith her,thenwe getinto suchscandalghatit
seemghatthe world is aboutto end. And shedoesnot burn with desireeither.lIt's hardfor meto
remembemwhat| experiencedvith her.

Whenmy friend evictedme in Kiev, | was offereda job with housing.And then| did not
understandvhatkind of work it was.lIt turnsout, | come,we areshutdownwith all the girls in the
apartmentandit turnsout thatthis brothel. And it seemsthatthe office is typical, andwe weretold
therethatit's easyto work aswaiters,andyou canearngoodtips. | thought:"Okay, okay, I'll try."
Becausd couldnot go backandwork asa hairdressefor a year,| needednoneyandhousingright
then I'm in this closedapartmentlt turnsout thattwo hoursa day you could walk nearby,along
with the perimeter,but thereis a lattice. Not going out, nothing was possible,evento cook - no
knives,nothingsharpleft. Therewerea lot of girls, andl beganto understanagndthink that! had
to do something,| hadto run. | was fortunatebecausd had my period at that time. This period
lastedfor four days;althoughthey endedon the secondday, | said:"l still havethem,everythingis
drowning!". Fortunately,| hada phone.l wentto "GossipGirl* (pagein Vkontakte),therewasan
announcemerdboutShelter.

| waslucky thattheydid not chooseme. But | tried to do so thattheydid not pick me. In
general,a week somehowstretchedout there. Then cane two new girls, and with one of them |
usedto communicatesheis a lesbian.And with this friend we decidedthat we hadto get out of
here,andthenanothergirl joined. | cameup with a plan.| wentto the pimp and said that one of
them is my girlfriend and she cameto pick me up. She said: "Well, okay, just wait for the
leadershipggomorrow." And | understandhatif the leadershiparrivestomorrow,it's not a fact that
we will be alive at all. We causeda scandal,of course,no one releasedis. The guests havejust
arrived,andthe secondyirl noticedthatthe pimp hadforgottenthekeyin thedoor.| quickly picked



up my documentsmanagedo getdressedn someclothes,andleft. | lived for two dayswith oneof
the girls, no oneansweredne, thenl calledthetrustline, andtherethey gaveme all the contactsl
wasfirst invited to the office, in aday| wassettled. And thenmy life turnedfor the better.

Thefirst time | wasin Shelterin March2016(1 decidedto transitionmuchlater- in thefall,
but | thoughtaboutit then).l movedfrom Budapestecausd broke up with the girl, and| felt
horrible, | hadto changethe situationsomehowyeturnto the newworld andstartdoing something
new. | felt anemotionalburnout.l did not wantto work, andl wasworking asa stylist at thetime.
Wed i dgeton well with a partnerof a friend, becauseat wasa musicalproject,andI'm quite a
picky personandtold him thatsomethingheedso bethatway, andsomethingother.No, well, what
| told him, now he hasalreadydoneall this, but theytold me: "Comeon, leave!". And | quarreled
with my parentdecauseheyunderstoodhattheyc o u | controlmehere.

| askedher moneyoncefor my life. | say: "Mom, help me." Shetells me: "If you want,
come."l say:"Mom, | ¢ a rconte,l d o nhavemoney."Shesuggestedhat my grandmothercan
pick up me,| askedwhy we shouldspendthe extracosts,you cantransferit to the card.Sheoffered
to lend me, and| did not haveany acquaintanesthen,l lived in Shelter,but hereeveryonehasa
similar situation.After that,shesaidthat| wasnot herdaughteratthetime) andthatsheburiedme.
| rememberthow | just satandcried; | hada nervousbreakdown. just lost everyonel considered
my family. Peoplefrom whom| could getatleastmoral support,| wastakenandtrampled.l did not
wantanything;l thoughtthat! would jump from the 8thfloor.

But | hadto calmdown.| alreadyc a o there- they pushedme sohard.But sometimed
wantto, becausehereis my greatgrandmothethere,andthis is the only persorwho supportedne
and supportsme. | remembemwhen| mademy third comingout, shesits, smilesin her chair and
tells my grandmothemwho naggedme: "Well, look at it from the other side, shewill not bring a
child from aboutanybody."

I rememberthat backin childhood! wasthinking: "Why ¢ a n dait like everyoneelse?
Why are girls interestedn dolls, and| am not? Why do they want to look feminine,but| ’ mot
interestedn it?" Thenfor along time, therewassomeinternalcontradiction. did not haveenough
information.

Then,whenl hadalreadymovedto Kiev, it wasin activismthat| beganto learnhow it was
done.Beforethat, | thoughtl ' guingcrazy,| wassick of somekind. Somewherén March2016,1
still joked:"Whatif | startedthe transition?".The conflict wasinside.Becauseof this, | hadsucha
feeling of depressivenes3hen| alreadyhad stability, pretty good, | wake up andrealizel ¢ a n
live withoutit. I knew perfectlywell what | was signingup for andwhat would happenbut I did
not expectthat this would all be so seriousthat | againhadto ask for Shelter.I am herefor the
secondime. | remembemakingup andthinking: "Now, or never" | cometo work, andbeforethat,
| still causeda scandal] say:"l do notdemandanythingfrom you, just call me Tosha,not Tonya."
And then:" T h attl wi# makethe transition." At work: "What do you meantransition?Wh a t
that?".Well, | explanedthatI'm a transgendeman. Strangelyenough,initially everyoneandthe
bosstoo, reactedwell to this, becausé workedasa bartenderandasa personandasanemployed
suitedthem.Until thatmoment(it wasthe endof the secondnonth,atthe end of Novemberandthe
beginningof December2016), when the chief director arrived, and he did not like it - he was
scanningthe camerasand my appearancéeganto changerapidly. And he insultedme: "What is
it? Whatkind of hermaphrodites this?". And calledme cursewords,anda lot of thingshappened,
they alsofined a fairly decentamountunreasonablyell, it wastoo muchfor me, | saidl would
not work where they infringe me. Then they explainedme "it's betterfor you to resign, dude,
becausat will bebad." Thenl gottheinformationthattheyweregoingto fire me, not "at my own
will," butto fire withoutsalary.T h a whattheydid, in fact, becausé did notgetmy salary.

Thenl| wanderedaroundmy friends.| did not wantto askfor Shelter becausd hadalready
beenhereonce.But my friendssaidto try, eventually,| wrote,that'show | turnedouthere.

But anyway,| remembethatafterthe first injection, whenthe voice beganto change] felt
delighted becausé acquiredsomehing thatl did nothave- asenseof comfortontheonehand.On
the other hand,the discomfortwas causedby the fact that there are problemswith socialization.
Somedo not understanadvho you areandthey perceiveyou asa boy of about13 yearsold. There
weresituationswhenl| wasrejectedto buy cigarettes''Is this your sister?"l say:"No, it's me." And



to mein return:"How could it be you?".When| appliedfor ajob, | no longerknew what datato
enter- accordingto the passportor not - althoughthe securityservicewill alsocheck.| entered
passportata,but whenl sawthe questionnaireasked:"How? Whatdo you mean?Thatis, you will

needsurgery?"And they deniedme at McDonald's.Theysaid:"And if therewill beacheck,how
could we explan it at all, andin the team?".l say:"In the team,this will be my problem,| will

explain myself. And with a check,introduceme to it, and I'll explain everythingto it. " They
answeredne:"We'll call you back."Everywherd heardit - "we will advie, we will call youback"
- butin theend,no onecalledmeback.

When| chosea slightly differenttactic, | stoppedtalking aboutmy transstatus;l startedto
keepsilent, | useda genderneutral language,becausd hate talking about myself in a female
genderalthoughsometimed still haveto. Thenalot of peoplewereindignant:"Why do you have
suchavoice?Wheredid you getsucha baritone?'. | said:"Hormonalfailure." "And this for along
time?"."No, notfor long," | answeredl arrangedstartedworking, butwhenl hadto go outon the
stakesafter the internship, | was told "goodbye." In the same "Salateira," such a good and
perspectivenetwork,wherethe microphones onetone,femaleandmale,andwhen| approached,
got only a male. And so they decidedto removeme becauseof this, althoughthe prospectwas
perfect.

Oncel cameto the first day of work andimmediatelyleft becauséhe man quickly found
fault with somethingncomprehensibleSo | wanderedaboutthreemonthsin seach of a job. | had
to stop hormonetherapybecausdgherewasno money. Therefore,| temporarilypostponedt until
the questionof work gets settled.Now | have settleddown in the "Fora" becausehey do not
nitpick, the mainthing for themis for the persnto work well. Also, | wasinvited to work in a bar,
andi t altesnative We haveadirector,he'sgay, closetedputit's obvious,well, therearebisexuals,
lesbiansandgaysin the team.Therefore thereareno questionsaboutmy voice. Well, in principle,
| havea bar managersheis a model, and shesaw different people.In general,l havefixed this
guestiomow.

Evenwhena personfoundoutthatl wasatransgendetbecause wasusuallyperceivedasa
cute,shortcisgendeman),| remembehow in my heada singlephrasespunonemonth,which one
guy said, he'sgay, pretty transphobicmasculine:” You will not becomea man until you havea
penis." And it becamegunny to me, becausdow cana level of masculinitybe measuredy some
sexualorgan?

But | evolve,l aspire,l do something] gettired, | haveto work, wherel would not like to
work, andsometimest seemgo methat! hatethesepeople,althoughl amaninveterateextrovert.
But when| comehometo Shelter,| seefriends, andit makesme feel somehowmore relaxed,
becausall of themarecloseto me, | feel support,suchasl| would like everyoneto get.Herel can
speakout, consult,andfeel free.

Maksim M.

I amfrom the Rivne region.| cameto work in Kiev. | lived with my parentsbefore,andit
was difficult for me to live with them. They do not understandne; | do not understandhemin
someway. We hadconflicts not only aboutmy sexualpreferencestheyjustd i dfallow me.But
it washardand painful for meto live with thembecausavhen| lived with them, | did not havea
personalife. And aboutmy sexuality,theydid not getinto that. Of course, hadto hidefrom them.
I know thatthey will not understandpbecausehey talkedaboutit in general,not aboutme, butin
general.Theythink thatthereshouldbe afamily, a guy with a girl, children,everything.l could not
bring a guy homeor datewith him becausehis is a region,a small city, whereyou ¢ a rhidd it.
Everythingwill be evidentandsuspicioughere.It wasdifficult for meregardingmy sexuality.

But I've alwaysliked peopleof my gender.From adolescenceConflictsin the family were
not mainly there;therewas just a misunderstading. Parentsasked:"Why are you not marrying?
Why d o nybutlook for a girl, anyrelationship?"It wasdifficult for me; | wantedsomepersonal
life. I decidedto startliving on my own, moveawayfrom them,andwentto Kiev to geta job, rent
ahouseAnd soit happened.

I d i dffaunt my sexuality.| behavedso that no one could think that I'm of the wrong
sexualorientation.| haveafew friends,buttheyalsodid not ask,did not getinto my sexuality.



| beganto get acquaintedon the Internet with people of my circle and started to
communicatewith them.| understoodhatit is easierfor me to be friendswith peopleof a circle
like me becauseave cantalk, find commonthemesjnterests And | still havethe friendly relations
with the friendsof my childhood,and | communicatewith those.l t likes a doublelife. But I
understoodhat peoplewould not understandne becauseur societyi s msedto it. I'm not oneof
thosepeoplewho is openedastherearesuchpeoplewho do not care they declarethemselvestheir
sexualorientation,and they do not carewhat othersthink. I'm not one of thosepeople;l always
thoughtit was stupid. Becauseyou ¢ a nimpbseon peoplethe perceptionof you as you are. |
decidedto look for myselfin othercirclesof communicationjn anothercity, with peoplewho are
thesameasl am.

In Kiev, thereare more opportunities gvenregardingwork, it is easierto find it. | cameto
work already; my countrymenworked here. As for the Theme,there are more possililities; it's
easierto getacquaintedvith someoneit's not soobvious.

| movedto Kiev 6 yearsago.| lived, workedall theseyears.Whenl getajob, | donotflaunt
my sexuality,becauseé believethatthis shouldnot concernwork. And | behaveaccordingto social
rules,etiquettel do notlike to imposeon people:"Acceptme,herel am! If you want,if you do not
wantto - you mustacceptme.” | cometo applyfor ajob thesameway asall peopleanditd o e s n’ t
matterwhich sexualitydo you have For me, it's not evenvisible, and no one asks.l believethat
work andpersonalife shouldnotbe concerned.

| tried to look for accommodatioramongmy circles.| alsolooked for the companiongo
rent the apartmenttogether,understandeach other somehow.Becausef you live with ordinary
peoplenot LGBT people,it is moredifficult, becausegou will beforcedto hide.

About six monthsagol wasin adifficult situation.l wasleft without work andhousing.At
work, reductionsbegan.And | lived in a hostel,andit wastoughfor me becausavhat| earned|
hadto payfor the hostel.And | could not collectany moneyto renta houseandmoveon.ldi d n’ t
havea definite amountto pay for housingor a roomimmediately.lt so happenedhatwe werenot
paidproperly,andl hadto live in ahostel.Therel felt very uncomfortablebecauselifferentpeople
came,aswe call our way - "Gopniks."And | like to take careof myself, theylookedandlaughed,
joked, becauseheydo not understandhis. It wasdifficult for me.| lived in the hostelfor abouta
month. And, when | was looking for housing,l was advised(someoneon the Internet,| do not
rememberwho) to contact Shelter, said that they could help me there.| decidedto sendan
application,but| somehowdoubteda bit, | thoughtthatwassomehowstrangelt seemedo methat
it wasunreal,thattheywould help you directly. | thoughtthatwassomefraud. | thought:"Sign the
documentsthe contract,andthenit's unclearwill you gethousingor not." This is not my friends
who advisedme, but simply someoneon socialnetworks.And then passportatashouldbe given,
the contractto sign, andit embarrassedhe a little. But | decidedbecause¢herewasno otherway
out.| thought:"Well, I'll try, letit happen.”

| wrotethe application;l wastold thatthereareno placesyet. Thena weeklater my request
was agreed,] wastold | could come,| only needthe passportdatato sign the contract.I came,
doubtingit a bit, but I still did not fully understandhatit wasan LGBT organization.And they
beganaskingme whatkind of sexualityl have,andl wasembarrassedifraid to openup, thought:
"I d o rkhotv wherewill this informationgo.” Thenl signedthis agreementandit turnedout that
everythingis perfect,andl do not regretit.

I wasvery much helpedto geton my feet becausahey providedshelter,food, free travel.
And therearepeopleof differentcircleswho understan@éndaccepteachother,andit wasvery easy
for me.

| wastold thatit wasanapartmentthatpeoplelived there,but| couldnotimagineit - | went
to look first. They gavemethekey; | saidthatl'd go andseeif everythinggoeswell, thenl'll take
therestof thethings.| arrived,theymetmevery well, showedme around,told methatit wasnota
fraud, thattheyhelp peopleof the LGBT community.l metgoodpeoplethere,l still communicate
with someof them.

| liked free accommodatiommostof all. Foodandtravel - it's evenbetter,but | always say
that if thereis a home,it's much easier.And if thereis food, then what remains?Go, pursue



yourself, you were given all opportunities And understandinghat you are acceptedhe way you
are,you canopenup, tell aboutyourself- it's charming.
| did not haveany conflictswith someonen Shelter.l tried notto crossbordersvery much.

Communicatedvith everyonealsoon a parwith: "Hello? How areyou?How'sthemood?",t h a t

it. Becausef you startto crossthe boundariesto allow a personto comecloseto you, someinsults
begin.I dealtwith my affairs,wentto work, tried not to breaktherulesin Shelter.l alreadyworked,
but only threedaysa week. Subsequentlythe work began,| beganworking the full week, from
Mondayto Friday. | try to do my job qualitatively,andit doesnot matterwhich sexualitydo | have.

| askedto extendmy stayin Shelterandl wasextendedl waslooking for housingthen,and
couldnotfind theright one.As aresult,| stayedtherefor aboutfive months.lt d i dwork with the
house asthe neighborswere not suitable.Although everyones from the LGBT community,some
were inadequatesomedishonesiones.Either the courtyard,or too much drunkennessand| was
wary; | hadto getenoughsleg, andleavemy things.And if therearealwaysstrangersomingin,
andif somethinggoesmissing— you will not proveanything.l, of coursethenfounda goodoption
andmovedourt.

Shelterhelpedmealot. | wroteit to them, | told them,and| always tell them,becausé did
not meet such organizationsto help peopleso much. They give a chancefor peopleto pursue
themselvesWith somepeoplel metin Shelter,l still communicateye arefriends,sometimesve
meet.| wasatonelnsightevent,in the theater| liked it. Now | work asa cook. Furtherplansareto
work, strivefor the best,striveto ensurethat! canlive a personalife.

Vlad, 22 yearsold

My nameis Vlad; I'm from Enakievq thisis in the Donetskregion.l wasborntherein 1995.
| have a mom, dad, brother,who are currently there.| graduatedfrom school and enteredthe
Luhanskuniversityfor a veterinaryfaculty. Two yearslater | transferredo Kiev to NUBIP because
of the military actions,in Kiev | finished my studies,and now | continue my studiesat the
magistracyin the city of Zhitomir.

I'm gay; | realizedit when| was about14 yearsold, althoughthe premises] think, were
evenin thekindergarterbecause hadhit ontheboysbackthen.Theidentificationprocesdeganat
14-15, 8-9 gradewhen| metmy new classmatesTheywereslashersandthey put mein fanfics, |
readthem,readthemandsomethingclicked, thatthis is mine, | like it, well, t h ahbw itsbegan |
madea comingout at the age of 14. My motherfirst found out aboutthis; it was a grandiose
scandaltherewas a catastrophef universalscalebecauseny motherconsideredhis a disease,
which wasnecessaryo betreated Latermy fatherfound out andsaidthatthis is anagerelatedand
it will pass(this surprisedme a lot becausé wasmoreafraid of the dad'sreaction).l wasleft for a
weekwithout communicationcould not leavethe house.Then, asit turnedout, warmthingswere
takenfrom me, so that | would not go out into the street.But | managedto crawl! out of the
apartmensomehowhaving put on threejackets,two pants,four socksandsummersneakersAnd
we went with my friend and her sisterto ride a roller coaster,all day we were driving, drinking
mulledwine. By the eveningl came,andwe hada conversatiorwith my parentghatyes,| amgay.
Suchareaction probably,wasdueto ignorance,'how shouldwe explainit to grandparents,”"how

will peoplelook at us." Theyworried more aboutthemselvesabouttheir reputation,| thinkt h a t

becausef this.

But now i t Hotsa problemat all. My motherand| are discussingmy boyfriends;sheis
familiar with my currentboyfriend,we periodicallycommunicaten Skype.We talk with dadabout
this topic too. For abouta yearthis conflict continued but | graduallypinnedon thematicfilms for
my mother- sheoften askedme whatto watch,and| beganto pushmoviesto her, shestartedto
like it. Then! periodically beganto listento the broadcastabouthomosexualityand my mother
becamenterestedoo, beganto listen,read,andherhomophobidbegano decline.

Concerningeligiousandpolitical beliefs,therewereconflictsonly in Kiev, butitd i dgo’ t

further than a verbalargument | movedto Kiev at the beginningof the hostilities, and thereare
guite a few separatistsiNazisand nationalists put in me, it's all mixed up, andwhensomethings
hurt, then somethingelse beginsto come out. | defendedmy position, mainly about political
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convictions.Therewere a coupleof caseswhenthey looked at me (in Lugansk,in Yenakiyevo)
when | startedto cut my hair like the traditional Ukrainian cut; there were confusedlooks, but
nothingelse.

I neverhad a sourceof support;it was my internal resource.l alwaysdealtwith all the
problemsmyself. Therewasa needfor communicationput | only needcommunicatiorsol d o n ’ t
shutmyselfoff, communicatevith someonendseepeoplearoundme.

Themovewasvery spontaneoust wentto Kiev in generafor anLGBT conferencen 2014.
It wasthe 7th National LGBT Conferencej wasthereasan activist, | wastakenfor educational
work. | participatedn the public organizatiori'Orange"in Lugansk,but it "suddenlydied" Whenl
got acquaintedwith this organization,it was a testfor the manifestationof HIV -positive, that is,
therewasatestfor which they gave30-60 UAH, distributedcondoms.Then| wasconnectednly
with the headand distribution of condoms,and | gavethemto someoneThatis, it wasmore a
serviceorganization.The conferencewas dedicatedto the HIV serviceand the rights of LGBT
people.l know SvyatoslavSheremethe told me that now thereis sucha project Shelter.Then |
talkedwith Yura, Timur and| receivedcontactsdrom Olya andLena.l arrived,| wasa participant,
andat the endof the conferencd found out aboutShelterandfound out that a catastrophéadjust
startedn our city. | handedovertheticketanddid notgo back,stayedwith the godfatherthenwent
to westernUkraineto my relativessincel could not find out aboutthe placein Shelter,they said
that now thereare no places.By the end of the summer,somewheran the end of August, Olya
calledmeandsaidthattherewasa placeto settle.In Septembel cameandbegarto live in Shelter.

Before my settlemenin Shelter,we communicatedvith Olya, and shesaidthatit wasan
apartmentjn eachof the roomsthereweretwo people,food wasdeliveredthere,andthis wasan
opportunityto havea roof overyour head,a chanceto showerandeat.It wasgivenfor awhile until
you find a job, everythingwill settlewith you for thesethreemonths,it was sucha springboard.
When | first arrived, | could not arrange anything, becausel had nowhereto live and the
atmospherdhere was quite friendly. We were connectedby one problem— internally displaced
people,t unitedus.

While | was living in Shelter,| was studying, looking for work, but without successA
monthlater, my friend from Lugansk,a bisexual,cameto live with me.We studiedtogetherin the
samegroup,andit happenedhat we hadfour gays,lesbiansandtwo bisexualsin the group,how
wereall of ussentto oneof five groups- | do not know. We hadour own company,andwe often
spenttime together.We studiedtogetherin Kiev togetherand spentmost of the time together,
because knew her for a long time and we lived together,it was fun. The relationswith the
residentswereright; therewere at the time of my entry two transgendemen - Sashaand Misha.
Misha went to Lviv after and two pairs - two girls and two boys - got settled with us. We
periodically gatheredn the kitchenwith them, bakedpies. Communicatiorwas usual,we did not
conflict, andtherewereno prerequisitesor that.

My main problemduringmy life in Shelterwasfinding ajob. | hada hectictime studying
- ateight| wentto universityandcameat five or six. | could not find work for this periodandwas
verytired. | tried to bea promoter,decidedto go to fastfood, but nobodyneedsme for threeor two
hoursa day. And in this regard,l could not find a home- I did not haveenoughmoneyfor the
optionsthatwereat thattime. | neededo find this very urgently,andwhatwasurgentwereeither
throughrealtors,or very expensivdor methen.l couldnotpay2500UAH for theroomlater.

| worked for a yearin fast food; | was almostpromotedto the manageracting as the
managerWith thewholeteam,l hadfriendly relations;everyoneknew aboutmy sexualitybecause
| did not hideit. Theyfound out aboutmein a month,andwereall over me andbeganto question
me. | told themthatl am no different,thatl amthe sameandsaid"why you arenaggingme.”" Then
we peiodically stooddiscussinghe incoming visitors; they askedme "how is this onefor you?"
andall thatstulff.

Now | work in the public organization"Alliance Global," in the organization"Savethe
life." Soonl planto startmy businesgroject- a coffeeshop,andquietly put awayon my dream-



anapartmentl'm tired of working, I do not wantto work, and|l wantto investsomecapitalin my
own businessso that it brings me a passiveincome.Or that | would work for my pleasureand
would not comehomeexhaustedl do not wantto work all my life, I wantto live, not to survive.l
havea readybusinesglan, which | alreadysentto investors.The mainthing, probably,is thatmy
namewill be in the title, and it will be in a semiFrenchstyle, in black and white. Classics
somehowShelterfor me servedasa springboardor futurelife. It did notlet mebreak- | stayedin
Kiev, | climbedout of that pit, which at thattime | wasin, | waswithout money,without housing.
Theprojectgavemearoof overmy head the opportunityto eatandspendime there.

Maksim, 38 yearsold

My nameis Maksim; I'm 38 yearsold. I'm from the Donetskregion, from the suburbsof
Donetsk.l workedin Donetskrecently.Since2002,1 wasalwaysin Donetsk.Why am| in Shelter
and askedfor help here— becauseof the war that is going on there, plus I'm going to make a
transition,a sexchange.

| was born asa woman.| realizedit at the children'slevel - playedwith the guysin war
gamesl felt | wasuncomfortablen the dress,butin a sportiveuniform, for example,] wasmore
comfortablel did notunderstandvhatwashappeningo me,| thought,maybeit would pass When
the first sexualexperiencebeganto build, | felt my preferencesAfter the first kiss with a girl, 1
thoughtthatthisis it. | hadexperiencewith guys;| felt dirty afterthatlike | did somethingwvrong.
This feeling is inside. You seeyourselffrom the outsideandrealizethatyou arein someoneelse's
body. I call this my shortcomingJet'sjust say,which canbe partially rectified in our time. | do not
call myselfatransgender, do notlike all thesewords.

| wantto changehe documentspf course'm herefor this,i t mygoal.Otherwisejt's not
alife, but existencesomewheren the shadeThinking aboutsomeondiguring out thatyou aresuch
a person.l havelived for so manyyears;| do not wantanyoneto know my past.I'm hereso that
whatl feel psychologicallyinsidecould matchthe appearancdn Donetsk,| havefacedthefactthat
theyc a racceptyou to ajob just becauseof the appearancé’How shouldwe call you?" No one
evenexplainedanything,just saidthat| do not fit. Maybe, of course,if you changethe photoin
your passportchangeyour nameandsurnamethenperhapst would be simplerto match.l wasnot
involved in someconflicts becausd wassurroundedy peoplewho knew me. Thereis, of course,
homophobiaput | did not directly faceaggressionn this regard.At work, | realizedthattheywere
looking at me somehowwrong, peoplemight not understandvhat | wasexperiencingl alsoc a n’ t
understandomething. understandhesepeopleanddo not blameanyone;everyonehasthe right
to think astheyarecapable.

| decidedto makea transitionthena girl whom | love appearedandfor the sakeof her...1,
in general did not wantto live recently.l crossedbut this life for myself, simply existed.Thereis
no prospecitn the situationin which I am.| t diffeult to find work. But | meta manwho told me
thatyouc o u | givaup,thatat 38 yearsold life is just beginning.This phrasée'we will copewith
everything,"afterit | felt that” y envbatthehellaml| d o i nMhénthereis someondo live for,
thenyou feel the inner strength,you startto think differently, thereis hiddenpotential.Beforethat,
therewasa manwith mewho sad: "give up." Yes, we earnedwell in Donetsk lived usually,could
afford everything.l saidthat| do not needthis, whatis the differencewhetheryou havemoney,if
you arein disharmonywith yourself,if everymorningyouwakeup andc a robktat yourselfin the
mirror.

Mom understoodme too; she said: "Maybe | do not understandwhat you feel, but |
understandhatit hurts.”And | havea brother,but he hashis own life, andwe rarelycommunicate.

When | was thinking of finding a job and trying to figure out whereto startwith a sex
change] foundanorganizatiorcalledInsightthat helpssuchpeople.l found ElenaShevchenkmn
VKontakteandwrote to herthat| needhelp. Sheansweredne; | explainedto her my situationin
brief. Sheaskedmewhere | camefrom andtold aboutthe Sheltemproject,saidto comeandgaveme
Olya'snumber,shesaidthattheywould help mehere.l wasthrilled thatl foundthis organization]
amvery gratefulto thembecausejiving a chanceto live for free theyprovidean opportunityto get
on your feet. For threemonthsyou still havethe opportunityto find a job andfind housing.l was
amazedthat there are suchpeoplehere.|l have neverencounteredharitableorganizationsthere



wasnoreasonWhenl did, | h a v eevehcountedon suchhelp - we wereprovidedwith products,
eventravel cards.l, in fact, neededonly information support- | was not going to ask anyonefor
anything,but to tell me whereto turn. Becauseof the war, too, | wantedto leave,of course but it
was possibleto live. | did not live in Donetskitself; | havea motherin a suburbin the territory
underUkraine'scontrol,forty kilometersfrom Donetsk.So-calledgreyzone.

| feel goodin Shelter.My expectationsvere much lessthanwhat | got here. Peoplegot
togetherthatwaythatwed i dhavedonflicts.l haveneverlived in a hostel,andin this situation,|
am for thefirst time - unfamiliar people,l haveto sharewith themthe kitchen, bathroom- | was
surprisedtherewereno conflicts. Maybeall peopleherealsohavepsychologicaproblemsPerhaps
herepeopleunderstandeachother'sexperiencesandwe all get along. For me everythingis okay
because work - | come,wash,cookmy meal,sleepandgo to work. | understandhatl amnotin a
sanatoriuml understandvherel am and what | shouldbe grateful for. | have not eventhought
aboutchangesAs for me, everythingis normal.l understanavhatcostsaregoingevenfor this, and
thatthesepeoplesomewherdakethis money,somewhergheytry to getit for us.You canimprove
everythingwith the availability of finance.l ¢ a roffet anythingbecausd do not know the budget
andwhattheycanor ¢ a raffotd. | amsuchapersonthatl canadaptto anysituation.

With work, the situation wasa little easier] wenthere,andthroughfriends,| alreadyfound
a job. I'm not working on my documents.Most likely, accordingto my papers,it would be
complicatedor meto work, becauseny photoandtheway | look now do not coincidevery much.
| gotajob by the acquaintanceandthe personwho recommendedne theresaidthati t Maksim,
his document$urned,andsincel wasnot a materiallyresponsiblgersonhere,theytook me. That
is, | lied. But sincethey perceiveme thereandhaveaccepéd me,i t mosecomfortableto work. |
am constantlyaskedwhenwill | restorethe documentsandhow will | restorethem.While | work
here, I'm looking for somethingelse. For example, it is challenging for me to cross this
psychologicabarrierandcome with my realdocuments| ¢ a revehimaginewhatkind of work |
cangoto. | hadmorethanonesituationwhen| gavemy paperso the bank,for example theytold
meto "give meyour documents,’andl saythatit's meandl think thatthe usualreactionwill begin
now.

I would like to try myselfin psychologyl h a v dimshedthe university,| studied,but this
topic is fascinatingto me. Beforethat | studiedat the academythenworked,andthenwentto the
universityl like. Thenl hada financial hardship,the work turnedup, | took an academiaelease
and abandonedt, andthenthe war and someother reasonsl practicedwith my friends, and |
understoodhat! amprettygoodatit. Butin principle,l ’ interestedn alot of things;| alsolike to
repaircars.And t h e mathing complicatedin it. But who will take me to the auto shopasa
mechanicNo one.And | would like to go andtry. | would not be consideredor sucha genuinely
masculingjob becausef the documentsalthoughif theydid not know who | was by the papers,
theywould haveacceptedne.

| planto stayin Kiev, build a house live like anordinaryperson.For me, the social status,
the perceptiorof meby the societyasl| feel myself,is essentialThereforejt is crucialfor mehow |
look like, andthatit coincideswith my documentsSothat| could cometo aregularjob, wherel
couldshowmyselfbecausaow | do not havesuchanopportunity.Maybel'm capableof more,but
only becausé havenottriedit, | ¢ a rfigute this out. | do notknow if |1 would haveacceptedt or
not, butit's toughfor me, | alwayscareaboutthe opinionsof others.I do not believethatthereare
peoplewho do not careaboutthe societalopinion. It seemgo me thatthisis a mask,butl c a n’ t
evenwearsuchamask.l think thattherelationshipat work... Thereis sucha relationshippurelyon
the externalsympathy,if you are sympatheticto the chief as a person,then you will be treated
differently. And if you arefor somereasonliked, for example,becauseyou ¢ a rbé understood,
thenyouwill betreatedanothemway.| ¢ a mwork with it if | feelit.

Marina, 29yearsold

My nameis Marina; I'm 29 yearsold. | am from the Kharkiv region, the city of lzyum,
it's on the borderwith the Donetskregion. Before the military events,| lived in Donetskfor four
years.Movedtherebecausdzyumis asmallcity, it is unpromisingl wantedto evolve;| wantedto
live normally, let's say, get a good job, communicatewith interestingpeopleand visit exciting



placesand events,live a cultural life. In a small depresseaity for young people,there are no
prospectsatall.

Whenthe military eventsbegan the airportwasalreadydirectly seized(the railway link
still existed),l decidedwith my partnerto leavethe city. We left for my parentsfrom the very
beginningto the town of Izyum. We hopedthat everythingwould be all right soon,becauset that
time Slaviansk Kramatorskbeganto be liberated,andwe all expectedhe nextoneto be Dondsk.
But it draggedon quite a bit for a long time, we lived therefor almosta year,in the city, wherel
comefrom. Realizingthatthereis no returnto Donetsk,andlzium is a tiny city, andit is hopeless,
we decidedto moveon. As we did not rely on much moneyandunderstoodhatin Kiev we do not
know anybody,nothing,andtherewere no possibilitiesto stayin Izyum, eithermoral or physical,
we decidedto contactinsight,the Shelterproject.

| do not putanylabelson peopleregardingsexualityandgendelidentity, but aboutmyself, |
cansaythatI'm alesbian.l acceptednyselfto the fullest, probably,only in Kiev. Why - because
lzyum is a small depressivecity, with forty thousand people, where such a concept as
homosexualityis not evenspokenabout.For somereasongveryonethinks thatit is somewheren
Americaor somewhereelse,but only not in Ukraine,andif it is in Ukraine,thenit's 5-10 people,
it's sick people,andtheyneedto betreated Stereotypedet'ssay.| startedto realizeit from theage
of 13. Beforethat, | realizedthat| like girls, but it wasnot clear,and| did not understandvhat it
was. About a year or two, | was driving thesethoughtsaway from myself, | datedguys. But |
realizedthat | like quite different things. And when | finished school, movedto anothercity to
study, | realizedthat | am, it turnsout, not alone,andthereare other peopleof that kind. | even
starteda relationshipwith a girl there.Also, | could not understandnyself, wasit corrector not, |
starteda relationshipwith a guy again,to compare.In the end, | realizedthat | still like having
relationshipswith womenandthatit's normalthattherearepeoplelike meandtheyachievealot in
life, thattheylive anormal,goodlife andtheyhavenothingto be ashameaf. More or lessl began
to acceptmyself.

But, again,| hid it from my parents| hid it from my friends. The only onel could talk to
wasmy youngersister.Shedid not understanda lot at that moment(when| was 18, she was 13),
but shewasa goodlistener.Thefirst conversatiorin my family occurrednot evenaccordingto my
will. At thattime | wasliving in a civil marriagewith a man,andwe quarreledwith him very much,
and | left for a few days to Donetskto a girl. He found out aboutit, he read my phone,
correspondencegnd when | returned,| realizedthat he told everythingto my parentsthey were
saying"do somethingwith her."| packedup the sameeveningandleft. | realizedthat| would not
haveanymorerelationshipsvith men.Foralongtime, for half ayear,hetried to persecutene, talk
to me, returnme, but | understoodhat I was deceivingmyself and him. Now after ten years,|
probablyeventhankhim for this, becausehis wasthefirst stepto talking with my parents.

The parents,of course,were takenaback.My fatherworked all his life in the Ministry of
Internal Affairs; he has a strict temper. For my mother, it was also challenging and
incomprehensibleTheydrovemeto the priest;| listenedto him. And now the priest,who sitsin the
lastmodel'sNissanwith a hugegoldencross,hewill tell meaboutwhatis normalandwhatis not?
For the parents,it was very, very incomprehensiblethey thoughtthat it was becausd had not
maturedyet, andthis is probablysomemy diseasgalthoughl wasalreadyl19 yearsold at thattime
and| lived separatelyfrom them). They thoughtthat this was temporaryand that religion would
help me with this. As aresult,theyrealizedthatthe morethey makeany attemptsthe morel will
becomehostile, and nothing good will comeof it. Thenwe omitted this question,and for a very
long time, we did notraiseit. Theytried to escapdrom someconversations.

When| alreadylived in Donetskwith my partner,my mothervisited us, my fathervisited
us, but they pretendedhat therearetwo girls living herebecauset's easierto renta house When
we arrivedin Izyum, of course therewere no talks, "immigrants,of course,i t was" And when
therewas alreadya specificconversation| alwaystold my motherthatmy partnerwasalsoMarina,
thatl wasnot justliving with her,it wasnotjust afriend. Mom alwaysavoidedansweringshesaid
thatsheprobablydoesnot understand lot of thingsin this life.

Frankly, | told my motherjusta coupleof monthsago,whenwe brokeup, andshecalledme
whenl wasin horrible condition,| cried (althoughl tried notto showmy emotionsto my parentsat



all), wasin terrible condition.My motheraskedme "whatis it, did your husbandeaveyou?"And |
told herthat my husbandchadnot left, but my favorite woman,whom | hadlived togetherwith for
somanyyears.That'sit. Thenmy mothercame,l took herto the march,sheunderstoodverything,
we cannow talk aboutit with hercalmly. | do not hide;1 do not havehitherto,anything.My father
heardfrom my mother.l spokewith herinitially, thenmy fathercalledmeandsaid”l understand,
of course,whena womanleavesher man,i t d fugbar, but when a womanleavesa woman,it's
probablyevenabiggerfubar" andsays"you hangonthere, everythingwill befine, you'restrong."

In Donetsk,| wasclosed thatis, only friendsknew, only my partnerandno oneelseat work
or anywhereelse.If they askedme sonething, evensuspectedthen| blushedat once,answered:
"Why do you think so?"And tried to hide it evenmore.| hadto lie, deceivebecausd understood
thereactionto my answersWhen| movedto Kiev, | realizedthat| hadlived throughso muchthat
it is normalto acceptmyself. And whenat the job I'm currentlyworking on, | wasaskedwhether
it's truethatI'm alesbian,| saidyes.Theydid not understandor along time whetherl wasjoking
or not. And | said to them: "If this makesany differenceto you, think that I'm joking. If it
influencesyour life somehowBut you askedmefrankly-I frankly answered/ou. "

Of course,conflicts arosebecausef political views. It wastoughto live in Donetskwhen
95% of all your acquaintancesaythatwe neal the DNR, thatwe needRussiaandwe d o rfucking
needUkraine,that we feedit andeverythingelse.It waschallengingto defendmy views, explain
someeconomidssues Whensome"loaderVasya"told methathe wasfeedingthe whole Ukraine,
| wastrying to askhim how he wasdoingit. When!| beganto lay out economicthingsfor him, he
saidthat| do not understancginything.Of course conflicts arose but whenpeoplewith automatic
weaponsbeganto walk around,| realizedthat the momenthad comewhen it's betterto remain
silent.

| learnedaboutShelterfrom FacebookAccidentallyon my feed,it wasaboutthreemonths
beforewe decidedto leavefor Kiev. Marinacameacrosghis article at thatmoment,told me.When
we decidedto move,we hadthe optionto live with a friend, andwe alreadyboughttickets, | quit
my job, we calledthis friend, and shesaysthat sheis beingevicted.What shouldwe do? Thereis
nowhereto go; In my headl wentthroughall the options| could. And Marina offeredto write to
Shelter.I said"no, this doesnot happenpeopled o rjusthelpotherpeople, until thelastmoment,
evenwhen | was alreadyliving in Shelter,| did not understandhat it was true and it happens.
Moreover,| usedto do everythingon my own, andtaking somehelpis evenworsethananything.
But Marinaofferedto takea chancebecauseve hadno options.We applied,andOlgaansweredis
the sameday, we werethrilled. Shecalledus back,talkedto both of us andsaidthattwo dayslater
two girls were leavingandtwo placeswere vacatedandtheywerereadyto acceptus. | could not
believeit, seriously.l amnow telling you thatthis wasthe situationwhenthereis no roadback,and
completeuncertaintylies ahead And then everythingis asit shouldbe. | do not know whatit is,
maybeit's the powerof the universeor what,but for me, it wasvery cool.

Whenwe arrivedin Kiev in August2015,we were met, settledin Shelter;therewaseven
oneof our mutualfriends.| re-readthe contrad thatl signedthreetimes.l couldnotbelievethati t ' s
happeningHonestly,I d i dhavednyexpectationsl understoodhatthis housingisfree,lh av e n’ t
evencountedon the products- the main thing was housing.l had whereto spendthe night. But
when | was told that the productsare free, that the medicinesare free, that we can contactthe
doctors,that thereis legal assistancel was shocked,of course,really, the projectis cool. The
reality, which existed,is much steeperthanany expectatns.| want to saythatthis is a fantastic
start,it is a massivehelp to thosepeoplewho wantto bein Kiev, to live in Kiev andwho needto
settledown for sometime somewherel will be gratefulprobablyfor my entirelife. And the main
thing is the attitude to everyonen Shelter;therewerevery closepeople.lt's not just a project,such
asthefestivalwhich washeldandthenjust endedl know thattheylive throughit.

We h a v ehad'cdnflicts with otherresidentsthe rulesd o ndiffér for everyone, but the
differenceis probablyin the peoplewho live there.We had a "golden cast," as | believe, we
practically did not have any fights, everyoneunderstoocthat we are now on this territory, it is
temporaryandwe just haveto acceptit. First, the agecategory:from 25 to 40. Someworkedvery
hardandonly spentthe nightin Shelter we veryrarely saweachother. Thosewho workedlessand
spentmoretime at the apartment we communicatednoreandunderstoodhatthereis nothingto



divide, we canonly help eachother,takea walk somewherel just heardthatthereareall sortsof
conflicts, but we did not havethis, everythingwasquietandcalm. Whenwe lived there,it seemed
to methatwe would continueto communicatel treatedeveryoneamiable, andit seemedo methat
everyoneis like that. But whenall of us movedout, maybebecausesomeonehasa different life,
differentviewsor notime. | tried to contactwith someof thema coupleof times,but | feel thatthis
hasnoresponse.

After comingto Kiev, everythingwentsmoothly.Onthethird day,| foundajob in Kiev. Of
course,it wasnot what | wanted,| worked asthe usualcashier,beingquite experiencedthatis, |
realizedthat| could be the storemanagerput | requiredwork at thatmoment,as| hadto savethe
moneyfurther so that | could rent a house,and that this is temporary.l did not eventhink about
sitting, resting,leavingsomethingl hada goal; | beganto achieveit. | thenworkedin two shifts,
cameto work atsevenandleft at 11, sleptfor two or threehours.After aboutthreeweeksl metthe
samesalesrepresentativas| am currentlyworking, shecameto the storeto pick up the order,and
we talked.And shetells me: "Why areyou sitting here?We havea vacancy,d o nybutwantto go
to aninterview?". | decidedwhy not. | wasinterviewedby the director;we talkedwith him. We sat
with him andlaughed;he said that they would call me back. A week passed] did not receivea
callback,and| realizedthat | still hadto look for someoptions.But thenthey called me backand
invited me. First | workedfor threemonthson Borshchagovkal, demonstrate@ hugeresult,and|
wastransferredo the center.For morethanayearl havebeenworking in the cential district, | have
a highersalaryfrom all the possibilitiesin our branch,andl ’ imgoodstanding.l shouldhavehad
thepromotion,butit requiresacar.l ¢ a rbuytit right now.

My partneralsoh a s hadptoblemswith finding ajob. Shehasa very narrowspecialty(she
is a geneticist),and sheworkedin the Donetsklaboratoryand at the sametime in the collegefor
raising medical qualificationssheworked as a methodologistWhen we movedhere,shedid not
understandvhereto go furtherandwhereto look for work with sucha specialty,becauseavorking
asa doctorin the laboratoryis not alwaysin demandand paid. Then,throughsomecontactswe
found a way out to the Researchnstitute, the laboratory,wherethe headof it is from Donetsk
(before thatshewasin chargeof the laboratoryat the Gorky University). We contactecher,andshe
said yes, of course.Therefore,there was no question.They had no additional questionsabout
sexualityandcohabitation.

We hadno problemswith the searchfor housingafter Sheltertoo. My partnerhasa Donetsk
residencepermit; we were very upsetaboutthis fact becausenve heardthat they do not take you
with Donetskregistrationtheyd o nwartto. We foundanapartmenfrom a coupleof girls, just by
anad on OLX andwhenwe cameto seeit, we were shocked.They saidthat they are pleasedo
helppeople everythingis fine. We werealsolucky with this. We lookedat only two apartments.

We werestill living in Shelterandvolunteeredat the Equality Festival,andthencontinued
to communicateThen| was offeredto volunteerfor legal educationand| gladly agreed All the
projectsarefascinating,eachin its way. It's hardto putit all somehowtogether.l like thatwe are
now working with transpeople,with the cancellationof the sixtieth order,becauset's all sodamp
and incomprehensiblel understandthat i t 80% thanksto Insight why such changeshave
occurredl like it very much,I'm pleasedwith it, andl wantto be a partof it. The Equality Festival
is also an unrealisticallyfascinatingthing where peoplestartto expandtheir horizons,when not
only LGBT representativesomethere,whenpeoplecometo friends,whenpeoplecometo some
exhibitions and events. They begin to somehow look differently at those or other LGBT
representativesr peoplewith disabilities,or immigrants.Whentheyrealizethatnot all Donetskis
"like that." It is also good when peopledo not just changetheir views, but some stereotypes,
templatesare broken.To be a part of this is alsoa pride for me, | will be honest.Therea lot of
peoplewho do not believe in themselvestalking honestly,| want to fight this and give them
confidencan themselves.

And regardingthe currentsituation- | like the fact that I work with people,| sell joy,
chocolate,but, probably, | will step back from this. I do not want to move from Kiev, | have
repeatedlytalked aboutthis with my former partner.l understandhat| do not wantto leavethis
country, for a goodreasornwe were born a minority in the minority in the Donetsk,whenyou are
pro-Ukrainian,andalso a lesbian.We haveall experiencedt, lived throughthis,andnowlc an’ t



leaveUkraine.| still love my country,| wantto seeits prosperity,and| wantto participatein the
developmenbf my country.

The Shelterprojecthasno analogsn Ukraineand,asfar asl know, analogsn generain the
world of this projectfor LGBT people.Therefore thisis somethingvery significant,not evenat the
all-Ukrainianlevel, but broader.l think thatthis projectshouldnot only exist, but similar projects
needto be openedin otherregionsof Ukraine becausenot everyonehasthe opportunityto go to
Kiev, the sameapartmenis alsonot infinite, thatis, only a certainnumberof peoplecanjoin the
project.| understandhat a lot of peoplehavegotteninto difficult life situationsbecauseof their
sexuality,just like me, they think thereare no projectslike that, that it just doesnot help. Some
simply do not dareto go to Kiev, othershavesomeproblems.| think that the projectneedsto be
supportecanddevelopedurther.

Svetlana, 39 years old

My name is Sveta. | was born in Tashkent in a family of military men. Then my parents and
| moved to Moscow, then to Lugansk. In Lugansk | graduated from high school, medical school,
als studied to be an artist at the Academy of Arts in the Faculty of easel painting. | left Lugansk a
long time ago, but since my mother lives there, she is 76 years old, and | have a Lugansl
registration. For some time while | was at the institute, | usedsit the city. At first, | lived in
Mo s cow; then in Kharkov, l " m in Kiev for t
military, it became challenging to get to Lugansk, in addition to the cordons, where people stand fo
16-20 hours, plus it'psychologically difficult, you hear different moments from people, | still have
not bea to Lugansk to visit my mother.

Mom came once for two days only. But since she is restless, when she arrived at once sh
said: "1’ m goihavg anmmpanmeent there tnaad t eo things." And she has nothing
to do here.

| fell into a severe life situation. Here in Kiev, | had a family; | had a girlfriend and children,
she had two children, she still has them. We had a complicated relationdhifpeamoment came
when it became quite tense, and she said that you'd better live somewhere separately. But since f
apartment in which we |ived | rented mysel f,
that there is a Shelter project, whialso helps people from the community who find themselves in
stressful life situations. | went to various events in Insight, and there | found out that there is a
shelter. | wrote to the mail of the project, and they sent me a questionnaire. | filledtliteanthey
called me and told me to drive to the office. | came with a passport; the girl came out to me whc
was very sincere in communication and wanted to support me. Actually, | saw her before in the
office, but we did not communicate with her, so directly revealed to me from another side, she
was that sincere. She told a story about her life, which was also painful enough, | did not expec
such frankness from a stranger. We signed a residence contract, | was given keys, told where tl
shelter is leated and details about the rules of residence.

It's hard to say what can be added or changed in the project. It all depends on the
funding. Of course, you can infinitely improve the living conditions and place. Make a shelter not
on the outskirtof Kiev, but somewhere in the center. In principle, for people who fell into a
di fficult situation, when you can’t choose ¢
option, this is just a great place where there is a bed, a blanket, arigexadr that is not empty.

When | lived, | did not use groceries much, because | was somehow ashamed. |
thought: Well, | somehow work, why should | eat groceries, which are brought to the residents of
the shelter. | thought maybe someone nelesitmore, if someone does not work, whoever is more
hungry. | was shy, mainly | was not often at home because | worked until late afternoon, but in
principle, this is a perfect place. | would like to move it closer to the center certainly, but this will
immediately affect the price of the rent, | think. | had good relations with all the tenants; | was not a
conflicting person, | was very comfortable. The Shelter project is indeed a very important project



that helps people. When you are in a desperate isttiuathis is an opportunity and often when a
person is driven into some hopeless situation, especially if it is pressure from close people, from th
whole society, then if you do not see a way out some people start thinking some bad things. There
hopelessness, and the person thinkeell, | have nothing else to do...

As many people as possible should know about this project, perhaps it can even sav
someone’s |ife. Il would I i ke to wish the or
not end because there are people who need help. To the organizatmdevelop and do more
projects aimed at the community, as important as the Shelter and as useful.

Sergey,55yearsold

I'm from Donetsk;we lived neartheairport.| hada normal,ordinarylife, worked,lived like
everybodyelse. In the private sector,quiet and calm, nobodythoughtaboutthe war, althoughl
understoodhat it was possible.l warnedthat the chancesof it might be quite high. Of course,
nobody believedme; | thoughtthat Russiawould not go againstUkraine. The way it did. But
nonethelessl evenoffered my sisterand everyoneto sell real estateand move. No one took it
seriously.l felt, I * eancer,maybe,l havethe intuition, | feel things, | do not understandvhy.
Well, andthen,whenafterthe Maidanin the 14th yearin Donetskbeganthe movemenibf strange
people,well, not strange- a crowd gatheredaroundthe recruitmentunit, they werein uniform, in
"camouflage,"who is capableof what. They alreadydrank there... | seethat the movementis
unhealthyin the city. They discussedsomethingjoyfully and violently, someof them, | already
saw,weaponsaappearedhen,andl realizedt h aitt thaBsexacty whatl think it is. It happenedot
in oneday- | sawsomethinghere,somethinghere.Then,of coursejn the massmedia,rallies,and
pro-Ukrainian rallies, | warned:"Do not go," becausehe governmentwill surely betrayus, the
policewill betrayus surely,theyareall togetherin this project,theyareall for RussiaPeoplewent,
somedied, someoneavaskilled. And thatwasnot a war yet. Saying"we," | meanour citizens.First
of all, my relatives,citizenswho lived there.In Donetsk,| wasengayedin repairand construction
works. | was fictitiously married,then| partedwith Irina, therewas an apartmentwhich | sold
later, Irina wentto Greeceto her girl friend, shewasjust a friend of life. | movedto my parents|
have not lived with them for a long time, | havereturnedto them, and they havea housein a
miserablestatethere,so for the last 10 years,| havebeenrestoringthis house rebuildingit - hada
commonlife.

In the 14thyear,fighting hasalreadybegun.The battlesbegan. stayedtherefor ayear,and
for the year | havebeensaying:"Well, arewe living or not? Maybe we have sometime to sell
something." | wasstill with my parentsbackthen.And a sister,threechildren...During the month
of the propagandaisterchangeddramatically:"Ukraine is an enemy,""'you area banderite,™you
areafascist,"their family changedsharply theaggressiotirom their partstarted andto suchextent
that they said, "we will makeyou ..." | say:"What will you do? Wheredo you live? You live in
Ukraine". | saidto my relatives:"If you wantto, we will find a placeto move,if only you havea
desire.l will leave,andwe will think whereto locatebecausdt's along time. We needto getout of
here.Becausenerethe prospects zero.Maybethe sisters'’childrenwill grow up, andthenwe will
takethemout of there." And so,for ayearl satdownwith them,prepareda housefor them,sothat
it would work, hadelectricity,sowhentherewasno water,no gasat the city, theycouldlive there.
Purelytechnically.Becauseve werewithout water,andwithout light, without gas.We experienced
everything.The shellsflew from all sides.Therewereshellsthatmimic the fire from the Ukrainian
side, but | understoodwhat was happening- it's just local shelling from a block to block. My
relatives already said to me: "Come on, go." And when the bombardmentsstopped,and they
stoppedmassivelysomewhereon Februaryl4, 2015, | literally packedon the 15th and left for
Kyiv.

| had someacquaintaceshere;they said: "Do not worry, move here,y o u bBehldight,” |
arrived,butit turnedout thattheyhadsome"quarrel,"andasaresult,| wasleft onthe street.But it
is goodthat my friend waswell acquaintedwvith a girl namedYana,and shehelped me. | saidto
her,"Yana,I'm goingto the station,well, | d o rhaveanyotherplaceto go," andshesays,"How?"
| say:"Well, it happenedhatway."” Thenshesays:"Well, nowwe'll comeup with something.'We



were not familiar with her at all, and she just helpedme. Shesettledme to the mom of her good
girlfriend. Therewas suchan opportunity.l spenta monththereandthenmovedto Shelter.Yana
advisedme also. | came after a year of bombardment]'m shocked,my headfogged,l c an’ t
understana@nything. And it lastedfor abouta year,whenyou stepout of this state,you realizethat
the peacefullife that the planesare flying, thati t thessubwayrumbling, and not the shells
explodingsomewhere..lt d 0 e assetnsily. You needsometime. It dependson your nervous
systeml cameto Kyiv in this state trying to sayto myself:"You haveto try to perceiveeverything
for real.”" Becauseeachpersonis a separateiniverse,andthe perceptionof everythingin different
peopleis different. It is very importantto stayin controlwhile beingin suchstressfulsituations—
i t Very important,and it takestime. And Sheltergave me this time. | could not adapt:| had
differentwater,nervousstressanotherdiet. The bodybeganto crash:it wasill, somethingvasnot
alright hereandthen.I'm not a youngboy; | alreadythank God for morethan50 yearsof life. And
if not for them... They gave me this time. And | neededmore time. A young personsomehow
adaptsfaster.And | was shocked;l did not know whatto do. And thanksto Shelter...During this
time | adaptedh bit, forgot, foundajob - | waslooking for ajob thatwould suit me.I've tried alot -
one doesnot work, other one doesnot work... So | understoodhat therewere suchrisks that |
cou | dafford. Thatis,youc o u | "tip up heeels".And thetaskwasto leavenotto die herebutto
assimilate Surviveandpull yourselfout. Everyday| talk to themseveratimesoverthe phone.

My parentsstayedthere.This is a restrainingfactor, the sisterbecamea separatistand her
husbandand all her relatives,they are for this DNR, the children suffer. And parentsare older
adults...Thesearetheir grandchildrentheytry to savethemsomehowtheytook themto their place
for a while, and now they are periodically there. Although there were opportunities,| suggested
themto leave,andmaybethe opportunitiesarestill there,somepeoplesimply offered:"Comehere,
stayhere."It is alsoanimportantmoral, psychologicakupport.Hereis what mom says:"The fact
thatyou call givesstrengtheveryday.| sharewith themvirtually everything.lt supportshem,they
keepabreasbf the events.Theylook if possiblethe Ukrainiantelevision.Theyarecompletelypro-
Ukrainian. Mum, despitethe fact that sheis an ethnic Russianwoman,she'sfrom a deepvillage
nearKaluga,andmy fatheris Ukrainian.But neverthelesssheis a prudentperson shealwayssaid:
"Ukraineis atreasureof Europe.And Russiais anabyss.” No matterhow well lives Mosww, no
matterhow theybrag,theywould alwaysbeignorant.l do not involve personalitiesin the state,in
my own businessTheywill alwaysdislike andoverlookus. Theywill alwaysconsiderasthethird-
rate.

I do not just live herefor no purpose| havealreadysolvedthe issuewith a pieceof land.
Tomorrowl'll go, I'll askfor moreland.Not in Kiev, in Kiev it's impossible I'm not a deputy,nota
privateentrepreneurpnly a smallunit. This small onemanagedo find a small pennyof land near
Kiev, at a low cost,alongwith a group of the sameaffectedcitizensfrom Crimea,Lugansk,and
Donetsk.And we decidedto unite. Maybewe will live theretogether but therearesomeproblems
associateavith our power,with our mafia,whichis everywheremanypeopledo not know aboutit,
becausehey do not face it, but when you come across- you will understandhat the mafia is
everywhere,and this mafia that is simply bulletproof. Money, money, money ... Big moneyis
neededThenthe questionsare solved It's betternot to talk aboutit; it concernsnot only me but
alsootherpeople.

So, Yanatold me aboutShelter;| wrote anapplication,l gotthe answer,] wasinvited to an
interview, | came.

During the project, | sawdifferent thingsthere,but I was alwaysgrateful, different things
happen.Sometimesit's okay, sometimesnot, different people,they behavedifferently, some of
themare funny, funny in thinking that everyoneis foolish, nobodyunderstandsnything,and I'm
suchanintelligent,handsomeman,!'ll beateveryonel looked,did notinterfere,could give advice
to someoneThereweremomentgshat! did notlike, butl said:"I thankGodthatthereis aroof, that
| havefood, thatl live andamhealthy."Everythingelseis lame.We will survive, we will survive

This is a very good project,you know, this projecthasjust pulled me out, I'm so grateful, |
will neverforgetit, I'll alwayssay"Thank you" to Shelter,to the project,and"thank you" to God
thathesentmethere.lt's aboutme personally.



| have not joined any LGBT-initiatives because did not understandwhat for. Why to
"muddle this water,” becausdf we d o nemphasizdt, the peoplein the street,in essenceare
indifferent. But if you begin to "scribble” them for their rights, then... If we want samesex
marriagedo belegitimate,thenit is very painful for society.Becauseeverythingtakestime.lt ¢ a n
be donefor 10, 20 years.It takesat least50 years.Finlandor Swedendid not becomdike thatin a
moment. It took time; it's all donevery slowly. Theseprocessedake time; it ¢ a nbe ¢hanged
quickly. Struggle,of course,is neededput asyou see,thereare manygroupsof peoplewho react
very aggressivelyThis is the casein othercountries butif it is donegradually, donesofter.| can,
of course pe mistaken.

| left Shelterin 3 months.| havealreadyhada job; | only stayedfor 2-3 daysafterthat, not
more.Becausd alreadyhada job, | workedfor a coupleof days,thenl wasoffereda placeto live
atthejob, andthenl said,"Oh,t h aitf I'm snovingout.” In the middle of July, | foundajob, and|
wastakento aninternship.I'm still working there.Therewerealot of problemswith finding ajob, |
couldnotfind a job for alongtime wherel could stay - in construction] tried once,twice, andfor
thethird time- it's justa disaster.

Work in my areais generallycloseto the mayor of Kiev. They are very loyal; | did not
expectit. | justsaid:"l ¢ a riindthework of my dream."And theytell me:"Go to robota.uathisis
anofficial resourceandsendaresumejook for anythingyouwant.”" And | sentfirst, secondanda
third... And atoneday| literally hadaninterviewin anhour,andthe otheronetoo. In oneplace,l
wastold: "We'll call you tomorrow," and elsewherghey saythat. I'm returning,andin two hours
t h eacalerom the otheroffer, they said: "We invite you to startthe testperiodtomorrow."| say:
"Sure!" This is an areaof maintenanceof the hotel business Although| wantedto find a job
somewherén the manufacturingsomethingo do with my hands Becauset meandife for me.But
theyneededa manlike this, andtheywrote: "We needa jack-of-all-trades."| wroteto themwhatl
could,andtheydecidedto make anexam.And I'm thereright now. | amsatisfiedwith thework, but
nowhereeverythingis good,for example] do notlike how the managementommunicatesvith the
subordinatesBut what can| do? As for housing,they havethe opportunityto offer someliving
roomsin the office. They offered me, | did not refuse,therewere severalemployeesandit's for
free. And it helpsa lot, becauséierein Kiev ... And | am gratefulto themfor this. But I'm very
dependenbnthis, onthem,becausdéf somethingswrongatwork, thenit will affectthe home.But
thisis anincentive;it's anincentivenotto causeanybother.A housingcanberented,of course but
t h aandtherquestion.We needto move;we haveto build, we haveto do something.lt canbe
done,moneyis neededput not somuch.l ’ gstill alone.Whereto look for, how to look for — it is
difficult. 1 would like to find a partner.Maybei t dbautthe age.Maybe I'm "moody." Maybe |
havebig requestsMaybel havelow self-esteem! donotknow. Asfor myself- | amzero.Well, on
the otherhand,it doesnot preventyou from doing businessBecauseit is very difficult to find a
person,to be with him... Well, you understandyou shouldalso makebusiness..Theseshouldbe
doneby bothpeopleOnec a moitt

Oksana,31yearold

I am from Donetsk- wasbornthere,grew up, lived until 2014.1t is difficult to emphasize
something,for me, it was a familiar life - studies,friends, job. | moved becausethe hostilities
began.The city wasfloodedwith so-called militiamen with weaponsandit becamedangerougo
live there.Neighborsof my agewho communicatewith thesemilitiamen (I saw) and supportall
theseideas,| knewthattheywere homophobicandl knewthattheyknewaboutmy sexuality.Very
oftentheytold methattheyspokedirectly, andtheyknewthatl wasalesbian By whatcriteriathey
judgedthis - | do not know becausé did not maintaincommunicatiorwith them,but | knew that
they knew. When the military situationworsened,at the airport (I lived closeto this place), it
becamescarywhen not only the military on the bodiestraveledaroundthe city, but when the
planesthe helicopterdbeganflying overthe housethernal trapswerereleasedlt becameclearthat
if it become®venacuter it is unclear wherethefragmentswill fly.

t



| am a lesbian.My awarenesdeganwith some sympathiescrushes.Then there was a
relationship.l have seamlesslynterspersecveaything in life. 1 ¢ a revenhpoint out a particular
momentwhenl realizedthis.

Parentsdo not know. | tried first to talk, learnthe attitude.| tried to speakwith my mother
about this topic first, and she was sharply negativeand spoke sharpy abouthomosexualityin
generalMom is a very conservativgerson;she'sa doctor. Shehadthe Sovietupbringing,andshe
has these nestedsolid conditional knowledge that this is a diseaseand that people become
homosexuafrom the effectsof radiationor undertheinfluenceof fashion,or somethingelse.Such
stereotypedstatementsan which shealmostpiouslybelieves And shedoesnot takeanyarguments;
shedoesnot takealternativepointsof view. With Dad, | did not talk aboutit atall. He is softer than
mom; | d o nkhotv. | thoughtfor a long time after talking with my motherand concludedthat, in
principle, | do not needtheir approvalor any support.l will not changewhetherthey acceptit or
not. What'sthe useof talking?

| did not communicatewith anyonein the family on this subject.| first wantedto share;
especiallywhenl hadalong relationship] wantedto sharewith my parents! did notlike thatl had
to makeup all sortsof stories,who the girl is, thats h eafriend, a neighboror somethingelselike
that. Therewasa periodwhenl wantedto sayeverythingasit is. But thenit passed| thoughtabout
the fact that maybethis is not so importantalready.Moreover,| live separatelyfrom them since
2009.1 movedwhenl graduatedirom the university.l| managedvento getmarriedin 2010andget
divorced.

| had strong heteronormativébeliefs - that a "family" canonly be called a couple,in which
thereis a husbandandthereis a wife. | understoodhatthis wasnot the casewhen| beganto live
with a youngman. The relationshipwas just awful. It usedto be difficult for the guysandme to
find a commonlanguageregardinglove relationships]) do not understandhem.But when| began
to live with a guy and we got maried, it becameunbearable Some psychologicallydifficult
atmosphereAnd | realizedthatthisis notfor meatall.

Thenl meta girl who movedto live with me. To my parents| saidthatthis is my neighbor,
friend, andso on, did not namethe real reason At the very beginning,when| hadroughfeelings,
emotionsandwantedto tell everyone- | wantedto sharewith my parentsBut | realizedthatif my
parentsc a mréjotce, | will not changebecauseof this, my relationshipwill not becomedifferent
becausef this. Well, | ¢ a mowtsharethis with them,solet it be. We agreedwith my partner,|
explainedto herimmediatelythe situation,that my mother'sside is strongly negative,so | would
notwantto discusswith them.Sheacceptedhisfact.

We decidedto moveto Kiev for severalreasonsFirstly, becausehe attitudebeganto change,
the atmospherestarted to heat up. Her parents became nervous about this, about various
uncomfortablequestions,which they had to answerto or lie abod, somehowget out of the
situation. Plus the situation was complicated- | could not find a job there.I'm a laboratory
technicianandin smalltowns,thereareproblemswith rates. And, asit turnedout, in timesof crisis
peoplearenot refusingit soquickly, especiallyin smalltowns.

We first wantedto go on our own. We had a little money,roughly speakingonly on the
road.l knewthatl hada friend from Donetskwho movedto Kiev maybesix monthsearlier,already
settled.And | askedher whetherit waspossibleto comeup with somethingfor the first time with
housing,somewheréo settle.Shesaid:"Yes, of coursecome,you canstaywith mefor amonthor
two." Shelived in sometemporaryaccommodationThenthe situationdevelopedha whenwe had
already bought tickets, a couple of days before departure,she called and said that there was
somethingwrong with this apartmentthat shewould leaveandlive in the hostel.We satcounted
andunderstoodhatwe do not haveenoughmoneyfor a hostelandat leastonemonthto find ajob.
We realizedthatwe do not haveenoughmoneyfor this. And we decidedo applyto Shelter.

We saw a post on Facebook,maybe six months before we decidedto move, but we
somehowhadno ideato usethis help, more hopedfor ourselvesWhenwe realizedthat we could
not do it ourselveswe applied.We wererespondedo very quickly, andon the sameday, we were
sentthe questionnairesiVe filled them.And | do notremembethe sameday, or thenextday in the
morningOlya Olshanskaya&alledback,conductedaninterviewin thetelephonenodewith both of



usandcoordinatecdur candidaciesWe werejust lucky thatat thattime, two girls from therehadto
leavewithin a differenceof adayor two, andtwo seatswverevacated.

| had no expectationslt was enoughfor me that we were helped,that thereis housing.|
thoughtthattheywould putussomewherdike in a dormitory,would give ussomeroomandthanks
for that. But it turnedout thatfoodis provided,andwe arecompensatedbr the public transport.|
wasamazedtthis. It wasmorethanl couldimagine.

Thefirst time after moving to Shelter,| waslooking for work. It turnedout that with my
specialty,evenin Kiev, it is difficult to find ajob. | waslucky thatmy motherrememberedhather
colleaguehad also movedto Kiev, sheaskedhim to suggestsomevacancies! phonedhim, and
throughfriends,| foundajob.

We had good relationswith tenantslike with neighbos. Insteadof conflicts, therewere some
everydaysituations.l would takeit to the ordinary circumstancesWhen severalunfamiliar people
live underoneroof, it is clearthatwe needto organizesomecommonlife. It seemgo methatthe
rulesarewell thoughtout. Thesearesimplehouseholdules.Well, thatthereis aninternalroutine,
it helpsto smoothout this processof completestrangersgetting usedto eachother. Everyoneis
accustomedo lead someway of their life, everyonehastheir own rules and suddenlywe are all
underoneroof. And thefact thattherearegenerakulesfor all, it seemgo me,thisis good.

Shelter,first, becamemy home for a specified period. Secondly,this is a compelling basis.
Objectively,| understandhatto go somewheren a problematicsituation,in fact without meansof
subsistencewhen you are helpedto get hold of life, to settle.This very period of life in Shelter,
whenyou do not needto worry aboutelementaryhouseholdhuances roughly speakingwhereto
sleepat night andwhatto eattomorrow,is thetime to just look for a job. If it werenot for Shelter,
then| would not havehadthe opportunityto look for work, | would haveworkedfor thefirst onel
couldfind. Thisis anexcellentbasisto hangon, recover try to build your life. And psychologically
it verg much inspiring when completelyunfamiliar people,who in generalin any way are not
interestedn me (now we alreadycommunicatewe are friends, we work) give the help and such
support,simply help becauseghey canhelp. | now understandhow difficult it wasto organizethis
projectandhow difficult it is to supportit. Whenpeoplehelpbecause¢heycan- it's veryinspiring.

We movedin in July 2015 and left in January.We were prolongedwith the term stay. We
could not askbecauseve understoodhat thereare generalrules. Perhapghey just wantedto help
usalittle bit more.

After leaving Shelter,we found an apartment.With the searchfor housing,an amazing
situaton hasdeveloped the ownerof this apartmentlsobelongsto the LGBT community,thatis,
theylive togethemwith a partnerandraisetwo commonchildren.| think thatthis is a greatluck. We
did not immediately find this apartmentbut settled on it mainly becauseof the owner. We
understoodhattherewould be no questioningtherewould be no suspicionthatthe menwould stop
by or anythinglike that,we would not needto comeup with explanations.

Now we brokeup, and| moved.l would not saythat therewere problemswith finding new
housing friendshelped.lt wasnot asdifficult asit couldbe.Now I live in aroomwhich a friend of
afriend suggested. foundit throughsocialconnectionsandthe circle of contactd haveis mostly
peoplefrom the communityor friends,soeverythingis quietin this respect.

Unfortunately,| havea problemwith the plansnow, becauséd havesucha transitionperiod.
We recentlybrokeup, andl havenot yetbuilt anylargescaleplans.

Avis

I lived in Khersonfor 11 years,and then my mother found a husband,we moved to
Nikolaev. Therel wasbeingabusedso to speak,they let me know that| was not wantedon this
planet.For five yearsl wassitting at homeuninterruptedlyl hadno friendsor acquaintances hen
| quarreledwith my stepfatherandwe left. In Nikolaev, | finishedschool,got a secondaryspecial
educationstudiedto be a cook. While | receivedthis knowledge understoodny sexuality,thatis,
attheageof 17.1 just acceptednyself. We lived with my mother,andthenl lived by myself, then
my mothergavebirth to anothem a n chikl - Sashamy sister,sheis now 2 anda half yearsold.



| wasa very closedoff child at schoolbecauseé wasalmostalwayshumiliatedby my stepfather.
He directly told me "Julia, you are an emptyplace,you areworthless,as you were born, you will
die." He'sjust sucha personwho, if he doesnot like somethinghewill chokeit until it disappears.
Herehe wasfesteringmefor five years.He treatedmomthe sameway, but | still got more.He was
alsowith his mother;l do not know if sheis alive now or not, who regularlysetme up in every
moment little situations but unpleasant sometimesvenmy mothercould raiseher handagainst
me becauseof what| did not do. And I've alwayshadno friendsat all until | wentto learnmore
aboutcooking.

| hada brother,but we havenot spokensincel was16. Becauséne onceentangledhings,what
is a sisterandwhatis just someotherkind of girl. My brother,let's say, wantedto have sexwith
me, and eveninsistedon it very much. He is the son of my aunton the father'sline. We were
friendswith him from the very beginning,werealwaystogether.This is a personwith whom | did
not haveanysecretsat all. Thatis, whenl liked somegirl or woman(l usuallyloved olderwomen
than| am), | told him aboutthis, he knew aboutit, he told me to the smallestdetail aboutthe
relationswith his girlfriends, his bonersin the morning, the testiclesswellings.And apparentlyhe
decidedthat sucha relationshipwould be appropriate Sincethen,we do not communicateThat's
how all of my friendsdisappeared.

At first, | could not talk at all aboutanythingfor a week, on any topic. Mom was shocked,
repeatedhyasked:"What'sthe matterwith you?Whatis it?". And for alongtime | couldnottell her,
but then| got up the nerveandtold her. Shewasin shock;| askedher not to mentionthis to his
mother,shedid not say until it was revealed.l had an aversionto the male sexin general.My
brother- he wasthe last personl could everperceiveas someme of the oppositesexin general.
Whensomeonevastrying to talk to me, at work or at the university, just a personof the opposite
sex,| could not communicatewith him, | closedoff myself, tried to reply somehowjust sothathe
left mealoneandt h sitt ’

In fact, | was neverattractedto the oppositesex: at five | had my first girlfriend. But we, of
coursedid not perceivethis asarelationship- it wasjusta game.l tried to guess:'Do | like girls?".
And it somehowrepulsedme; | becamedisgustingto myself. To me, the ideathat | could be a
homosexuatomehowweightedme down, contradictedtself. Becausesveryonearoundsaidit was
wrong, it shouldnot be that way, "it's not by nature."But when| was 17, when| was put in a
hospital,| was in a ward with onebisexualgirl, shewas 16 yearsold at the time. We oftentalked
heartto heart.And | told herthatit's strangewhy | like my masterof productiontrainingin the
chef'sl y ca@weman.And shetold me so simply: "Julia, you'rea lesbian!". And | told her: "Oh,
no,thatc a rbétrue."Shesays,"Well, think aboutit." | somehowspentthe night with this thought,
andsomehow acceptednyself,it wasthetruth, andl do notwantto denyit, it makesno sense.

| di dtell mom then. Now she, of course,knows, but it happenedwithout my consent.In
principle,therewereno conflict situationsin my life on this ground,only with my mother,andthis
is the most offensive.|l did not come acrosshomophobesthe samemaster,she knew about my
sexuality,| told her. Moreover,| did not tell herthat! liked her, shenoticedit. Neverthelesswe
communicatedvell with her,becamdriends,| broughtherhomeoften, helpedherto do all sortsof
work beforefive in themorning.So,thankGod, | d i daoerheacrossanyhomophobesofar in life,
exceptfor my mother.

Oncel just left the tabletsomehow- | neverputit on alock, becausd trustedmy mother,she
never sheakedinto my things. But then she just openedour correspondencevith her friend,
everythingwas clear: we are discussingthe girls. On the sameday, | packedmy things and left,
becauseshemadea scenelike "Julia, whatis it? How is that?You told me that you are not, "and
manyunpleasanthingsthat| try to soften.It's very hardto talk about,becauseny mother,whom|
trustedall my life, , in additionto this, from whomtherewereno secretswe couldtalk absolutely
onanytopic, andsosimply onedayshebecamea strangeto me.

| wentfirst to my friend, andthen| wentto Kiev. In Kiev, | tried to geta job. From Nikolaev |
was sentto an internshipin Kiev, in the end, it turnedout a fraud becausehe work is entirely
differentfrom what!| hadto perform,completelydifferentduties.l got scammedsoto say | hadto
returnto Nikolaev, for a coupleof daysl stayedwith a friend, thenl rememberedhat onceon the
Vkontakte page of the "League" an advertisementwas posted that there is such a Shelter



organizationi'Insight.” It wasbackin the summer,| wrote themthe email, anddid not evenexpect
themto respond.l was written to on the secondday, andthey saidthat| could come.l cameto
Kiev, andl wasscaredbecausé did not know wherel would go, | did not believein generathatit
was possiblethat they would provide housingfor nothing, | did not believeit. In every moment,
everyday| suspectethattherewassomedirty trick. And herel amalreadyherefor the 4th month,
andI'm justin shockthatsuchthingshappenlt's amiracle.

When| wentto Kiev, mom called aboutten times. And our every conversationgspeciallythe
first calls, endedin scandalsShethinksthatI'm somewhereshuffling, I'm walking aroundall over
Ukraine,althoughl tell her:"Mom, I'm in Kiev, I'm fine, | havenormd peoplewith me." But she
doesnot hearit, i t dsi§ shedevelopedsomeproblems.She,in principle, sufferedtwo massive
operations,twice was on the verge of life and death, she was rescued,maybe somethingwas
broken.An adequatgersonc a rchamgesoabruptly,| believe.Justturningawayfrom your child,
whoeverheis, it's your blood.

When| appliedto Shelter,| imaginedan apartmentwheretherewere so many evil peoplefor
somereasonAt thattime, it seemedo me thatthe whole world turned awayfrom me. In general,
when| sawthis announcemendboutShelterin the summerwe at the time joked with my friend:
"They all hook up with eachother" | said: "Well, d o nsaytso, maybetheyd o n 'Skhewdstoo
biased And then,when| got here,| startedtelling her: "Therearesuchpeoplehere,theytreatme
normally,herewe havethis andthat,andfor free,| will notstayonthestreet!".Shewasin shock.

Everythingis not as scaryasit seemedo me. It's fabulousand unreal.l d o nhavie anything
uniqueto addbecausélnsight” doessomuchsothatwe cangetsettledandgeton our feet.

I had an uncomfortablesituationwith work. | found a job in a supermarketworked therefor
morethana month,andthencontactedPrivatBank,andl waspromisedwith a 100%guarante¢hat
| would work for them.| workedon themfor four monthsbefore,andwantedto comeback, they
told me"for formalities,just for theformalities,takeonetest,"and| alreadyquit the"Fora" because
| was surethat they would hire me to Privatbank.And therewere questionsaboutdrug addiction,
alcoholaddiction,gambling,etc.,and| answeredhemhonestly- | do not haveany of them.And
afterthetest,theysaidto me:"Sorry, thetestshoweda negativeresult,tha is, you arenot accepted
for thejob." | do notknow whatcouldit show,butit's simple,in my experiencegdueto how muchl
worked there, there are always problemswith the system,maybeit was someinternal program
failure.I'm looking for work again.l askedfor anothemonth,andl wasallowed.

Now I'm alittle happier.I miss,of course havinga closepersonwho couldhugmeandsay:"I'm
with you, everything'dine.”" I d o rhaveone.But now | havefriendswhom| havefoundhere,with
whomwe communicatevell, | havea girlfriend, we haveeverythingin common,we makeplans,
shehasa child. With the guysfrom Shelter— everythingis coo,i t dsik I've known thesepeople
for manyyears.Theyunderstandaindsupport,help, if suddenlysomethirg happensgeventhe little
things. Everythingis well. The only thing left is to becomefinancially stable.Without Insight,
without Shelter, | do not know how everything would be right now. Free meals, free
accommodatiorfreetravel- evenmy motherdid not providemethatmuch!

Nastya

I'm from the city of Makeyevka,Donetskregion, but all my social life wasin the city of
Donetsk:university,work, school.l workedfor a while andwasa volunteerof the fund "Isolation.”
Startingfrom 2012andthrough2014in Donetsk,| workedwith them,andit wasvery cool. It was
oneof thefew cultural placeswhereit wasfascinatingandwhereall the creativeyouth flocked and
in generalthe whole cultural layer of the city. | meta lot of peoplethere,importantfor me at that
time, with someof them| continueto communicatesomebrokeaway.In 2014,1 wasalreadynot
quite working there, but insteadwas a project volunteer and such a bright regular visitor. |
graduatedfrom the university in 2013; my specialtyis the mechanicalengineerof chemical
production. And | neverworkedin my specialtyfield.

Probably,from thefirst to thethird yearit wasnot very clearto mewho aml. | liked some
boys,| liked somegirl, therewereno framesfor me.|l ¢ a rsaythatl havemadeup my mind until



now. In the sensehat| just like a personasan entity, | do not divide peopleinto the genderslt is
clearthat thereare somephysiologicalsigns,and many peoplehavesomebehavioralmodels,that
is, theytry to matchthe modelof a womanor a modelof a man.But somehow oftennoticethat|
seea personasa seriesof somemorespiritual manifestationshanphysiologicalones,and, by this,
my sexualityis formed.l understandhat| ama girl, andl am pleasedo bein this body, | do not
feel any discomfort. This, by the way, happenednot so long ago: 2 yearsago | could not feel so
sureand feel good.| do not know what it is connectedwith - maybewith somesocial changes,
possiblywith agerelatedchangesl ¢ a nconhectit with anything,and| can hardly understand
what it is connectedwith. | just beganto feel more comfortable.Previously, | felt terrible
discomfort,l did notlike my bodyandbecausef this | did notlike myself- it's hardto distinguish
your bodyfrom theinner self, you'reprojecting.

Probablythefactthatl movedfrom the ATO areais alittle stressputstill a stressI movedwith

little blood, my apartmenis not destroyednothinglike that. | just left, andthentheyundermined
theroad- thatis, | did not think that| would leavefor a long time, but it turnedout thatway. And
somehow found myselfin sucha situationthat! did not haveany money,no materialsupport- at
thattime | hadleft work becausehe samecompanystated to collect thingsandmoveout. And |
wasnot at homeeither;| lived in a hostel. Thenl founda job; everythingbeganto form. But there
wassomestressmaybeit influencedme.
It happenedn June2014.1 camefrom Makeevkato Odessato thefilm festival,to volunteer.l still
hadhopesthateverythingwould be settledin the East,| somehowdid not think thatthis wassucha
serioussituation. Well, and although everythingwas coming to that, | still felt (probably like
everyoneelse) that everythng is fine. And then more violent military actionsbegan.And then
passedhe monthof thefestival, the roadwasunderminedand! could not go back.l thoughtthat|
would stayfor a month. This monthturnedinto the secondthird, andso| stayedfor a year.l was
looking for a job in Odessafor a long time; | could not find it for long, | was refusedon the
backgroundof the fact that| wasfrom Donetsk,they justified it thatway andbelievedthatit was
enoughAnd only ayearlater,nextsummer] wasableto go home,seemy parentsTheywereglad
thatl wasoutsidethe ATO zone,thatl wasnotunderfire.

I think that conflict situationsby genderand sexualidentitiesarisebecausesomepeopledo not
fully understandhe situationandthe fact that peoplearefundamentallydifferentandhavedifferent
nature.Perhapgshey neverthoughtaboutit genuinely.And | still believethat televisionand the
generalpublic, our environment,society, and the problemis that the community, in which the
personis broughtup, hasa significantinfluence.Becausénerewe areborn,andin the environment
in which we wereborn,therearealreadysomerudimentsof somethingnot very positive,something
thatwill beblamed,in fact. And | think thatwe needto work specificallywith theenvironment.

In Donetsk,LGBT peopleare not very opened,and instead,they hide in someof their small
townships.There was a community, but it also had some problems:we had severalpoetsand
writers who were definitely of a different sexuality,and everyoneknew aboutit, but they did not
comeout. | know thattherewereseveralcasef beatingson this ground.Donetsk,in general,js a
terrible city, everythingis obvious,straight,andthere"different” peoplearenotliked at all, andthis
appliesnotonly to LGBT people.lf you adhereo anyotherviews,thenthereis a little pressurelt
washardfor LGBT people

We had a schoolof journalism,for LGBT peoplein particular.We had severalseminars,we
invited speakes. Severalfilm screeningsvere alsomade.l was moreinterestedn contemporary
art,andl wasmorein thatenvironmentput still, we did suchthings.And in Odessd wasthrown
off from suchthings,| wasmoreengagedn organizingassistancéo ATO soldiers. The nextyear
we helped children from the orphanageMakarenko.It was an initiative relatedto books: we
collectedbooksandthensoldthem,andwe transferredhis moneyfor theright things.

I think Odessas evenmore difficult for LGBT peopk. Becausehereare moreradical views.
Thereare more battles.If LGBT peoplehide in Donetsk,thenin Odessahey do not hide much,
therepeopletry to organizemarchesgo out to them, or just do not hide their sexuality.And they
arefacedwith specifc homophobialn Odessatherearealot of ultras,andtheycontinuouslyabuse
gays.| havea few friends; they cameto their homes,intimidatedrelatives.But at the level of the
police everythingwasallowed.It seemgo methatOdessas, in principle, acity of contrasts there



are many peopleof different kinds, they comefrom different regions,and maybebecauseof this
diversity,thisis whathappensl do notunderstanavhy thereis sucha strongradicalenvironment|
did not expectthisin Odesa.This wasstrangeto me.

By political views, | hadconflictsbothin DonetskandOdessaBut in Donetsk,| hadvery bright
scandaldbecausat was just the year 2014, and the whole movementbegan- when Crimeawas
alreadyoccupiedjt wasjust stating in Donetsk,andnobodythoughtthatit would betornout. Then
they beganto bring different guys from Russia,it wasvery evident:first, dueto the dialect, and
secondly,someasked’how to getto Lenin'sSquare”andthis is the centralsquaren Donetsk,and
this is anabnormalquestionfor a residentof Donetsk- It is like the Independenc&quarefor Kyiv
people At work, | hadconflicts, becausehe societywasdivided,andsomepeopleunderstoodvhat
wasgoingon, andothersdid not understandnythingandbelievedthateverythingwasfine, andthe
fact that Russiahad invadedis okay, and that Crimeawas originally Russian.etc. On this basis,
therewere collisions.Once,on March 14, whenwe hadthe biggestrally in Donetsk,thesepeople
pinnad me on the streetto the wall, but | managedo escapeThere,on the sameday, a manwas
killed, Dima - heis not radicalat all, not a nationalist,just a good manwho wentto a rally for a
united Ukraine. There were many of them. After this rally everyone was dispersed And these
peoplelookedfor thosewho returnedaloneto beatthem,to changetheir methodsin Odessathese
were such householdquarrels, again, againstthe backdrop of politics, becausethey did not
convergewith views. Therethe mostpopulartopic is the Houseof TradeUnions.Often skirmishes
happenedvith my compatriotsfrom Donetsk.l know severalpeoplewho, havinglived a little in
Odessachangedheir minds.Sol lived with awomanin a hostel,who wasvery pro-Russian And
thenwe did not seeeachotherfor a year,andshemet me andsaid: "Nastya,it seemgo methat|
waswrong.| feel soashamed".

After Odessa,l went back to my parents.In Odessa,l worked in a place with an
unscrupulousbossand he paid only one part of the salary, and the other one just froze for an
indefinite time - thatis, he will neverpayit backto me. And | workedtherefor a long time, and
without a break- from morningtill night. | workedthat way for four months,andthen| got tired
anddecidedto go to my parentsgspeciallysincel havenot seenthemfor ayear.l havevery close
relationswith parents;theseare very dearto me people.In Odessa| exhaustednyself: | was
engagedherein organizingart housemovies,andit was difficult for me to find an interlayerof
peoplewho neededt. Despitethe fact that Odessas big, it is lazy, andto gatherpeoplefor some
event,it is necessaryo exertan unrealisticamountof forces,money,andotherthings.But in fact,
asfar as| understandthesepeopledo not needit. | was exhaustedecausehe work was both
physicalandintellectualsothatl neededest.l hada greatrest.| cameto themin Decemberstayed
therefor threemonths,learnedaboutthe organizationrandwrote to it. | alwayswantedto moveto
Kiev, andit seemedo me thatthis wasan excellentopportunity,especiallysincel hadno money
andtherewasnowhereto live. My friend, with whomwe arefamiliar from my old Odessgob and
who s alsoliving herenow, droppedme all the informationand| wrote. | wantedto moveexactly
in spring;l hadsuchaninternalplan- it all coincided.

In Donetsk,it is now uncomfortable Well, it's comfortablewith parents,becausehey are close
peopleto me,butin the city itself, not much.The environmenis pressingon you, flags, everything
is gray, peopleareevil. Of coursetherearemanygoodpeopletoo, but ordinarypeopleareengaged
in someof their affairs and do not want to go into politics. Everythingis more expensivethere.
Everyonespeculatesothattheyreceivea doublepensionPensionerfiaveremained theyreceive
the help from DNR andthe Ukrainian pension.And for this theytravelto the territory of Ukraine
(or someondor them travels)- this is anotherbranchof speculation. Many peoplenow earnby

going to the territory of Ukraine,taking moneyfrom thesepeople,going back andtaking a large

percentagdrom it, well, around30%. This is robbery, but no one acknowledgest. This is an

unfortunatesituation.At checlpoints,so muchmoneyflows away- onepersonpays500 UAH for

the car,andl ¢ a revehcountthe numberof vehiclesper day, a largenumber,and, naturally,the

moneythereis alsosignificant.

| cameto Shelteron the 1stof April; my friend met me, the internaladministratorwashere,he
showedme everything,told me and settled.l usedto live in a hostel,and | knew that it was
somethindike it, just herethe environmenis socool. | havenot madeany expectationgor the last



few years.I try not to build thembecauses soonasyou do, you shouldimmediatelypreparefor
thefact thattheywould collapse But | hadvery positiveimpression®f what| saw.l immediately
liked it - it's beautiful,cozy, andthe peopleherearegood.| especiallylove the fact thatthey give
me freedomof action: | grow plants(peas,tomatoespepper,mustard,basil) on the balcony- and
no one minds. Everyoneis cheerful here, no one despairsin life, just a pleasantatmosphere.
Regardingthe rules, everythinghereis very humaneif thereare any personalrequirementsthen
oneadjustsaccordingto another,and so everythingis decided.Eachquestioncanbe solved- and
wetry to befriendsamongourselvesthe guysevenalwayscookfor everyone.
| like to bealonesometimesThis is still necessaryo do somecreativethings.| write texts,andthe
text requiressilence,evenmusic sometimesscaresoff or castsa different mood.Becausd hada
long experienceof living in a hostel,l alreadymanagedo find a corne for myself- literally, | sit
downin thekitchen,anddespitethefact thatthe guysgoto smoke,it d o e glisturkime- I'm doing
my stuff.

| cansayfor surethatthis is a significantprojectfor me becausét supportamefinancially. If the
Shdterd i daxist,perhapd would haveto staywith my parentdor longerandnot cometo Kiev -
and| would not evenknow whenwould I come.And so Shelterallows me to stayhereandfreely
searchfor work, spendtime on it - thatis, chooset morecardully, without grabbingfor anything,
and looking for somethingthat | like. In fact, | want to finish one of my texts - this is suchan
artisticdocumentaryaboutmy life in thelasttwo years,andl hopethat! canpublishit, butit takes
me 2-3 monthsto write. And while I'm living in Shelter,l hopethat! will finishit, | will beableto
leavewithout hindrance] will find ajob andl will continueto live.

Yulia, 24 yearsold

I'm from the Donetskregion, from Yasinovatoy(the city near Avdeevkg. | movedfrom
therein summer2014,first to Odessal lived therefor six months,thencameto Kiev. | lived here
for four months,laterreturnedto OdessaNow in December] returnedto Kiev again.Thereis no
permanenwork, sol'm not particularlyattachedto anycity, yetl planto moveto Odessa.

| studiedat schoolin Donetskandin a universityin Donetsk hadthe usuallife of astudent.

My universitybuilding wasnot far from theregionaladministrationand| sawthe seizureof
the building, the flags hung. Thenthe bombardmenbf the airport started,andl remembethat on
the 28th of May (it was my mother'sbirthday) | wastravelingfrom DonetskthroughMakeyevka
alreadybecausdherewasno directroad. My girlfriend at that time worked asan accountannear
the SouthStation,andshewascapturedn a busines$uilding. And thenl wentto Odessandtook
thediploma.Friendssaidthatat thattime the military wasplacedin our hostelwithout permission.
Theyoccupiedemptyplacesandastheytold meit wasprettyscary.l left for Odessan the middle
of July, by theendof July therewasvery heavyshellingin my city, my motherwasin the basement
for abouttwo weeks.

I'm a bisexual.ln school,| h a v ehadthbughtsaboutthis, andthenin 20121 first liked a
girl. I could not tell anyonefor a yearexceptmy friend, thena yearlater | told my mother.There
wasatensesituationwith my mother,andl gaveherthis informationin a quarrel.l did notwantto
tell herbecauseshehasa weak heart,and| did not know how shewould react,| wasafraidfor her
health.As a result,of course,not without loonies,but now we communicatenormally, sheknows
with whom  live, andon this ground,thereare no more quarrels.We havea hugeagedifference,
I'm a late child, and her upbringingis entirely different. It seemso me thatit is easierfor young
parentsin suchsituations.Shetold me"l knewit wasthere,but | did not think it would affectus,"
"I did not think therewereso manyof you." Shedid not evenhavea notionthatthesepeopleexist
in society.

Thenl wrote at thattime to anunfamiliar girl, andshewasleadinga projectof "Voices" on
"News of Donbass,'thesearestoriesof LGBT people.Therewerevideo shootings! did not know
her before | wrote, and | wrote, in general,so that she somehowadvisedme morally, helped,
becauséd did not evenknow whereto turn. We beganto communicatewith her,to be friends,and
sheintroducedme to this Donetskcommunity. Peopleare different, of course,but it hasbecome
much easierfor me. Donetskis a difficult city, all the time it seemedo me that everyonewas
looking at me, thateveryonearoundwasguessingtherewassomepsychologicapressureAnd she



broughtme out of this state.l did not think that no onewaslooking at me, but at least! stopped
thinking thatit wasterrible.

The acceptanceavas long concerninghow societytakesme. | lived for sometime in the
hostel and saw that people were noticing things — my haircut, my friends from the LGBT
communitywho sometimegameto seeme.But no onetreatedmewith contemptThereweresome
jokes, a laugh from the guys who went out on the floor in the evening.Therewas no physical
violence, open quarrelsor battles,too. Maybe becawse I'm a girl, 1 do not know. | did not tell
anyone.lt seemedo me at the time that this wasonly aboutme. If they openlyaskedme, | could
tell the truth. Thenthe war was alreadybeginning,and to somefriendsin schooll told frankly,
becausd realizedthat we would not seeeachotheragain.It wasclearthattherewasa wall. And
therearepeoplewho werehappyandsupportive.

At thefirst job, it wasalreadyin Odessal couldfreely joke aboutthis topic, andthe owner
of the cafeknew. And | wasnot alone,evenin this cafe.Thenl workedin a statehospitalin Kiev,
and the only thing that was difficult was a psychiatrichospital,and when| camedirectly to the
doctors,thoughl droppedthe labels,| still thoughtthat they would found out aboutme, and will
beginto cureme.But, in principle,everythingis fine. Foralongtime, | couldnotfind ajob here,so
| settledthere.Goodexperiencebutit wasmorally hard.
| againcameto Kiev, becausd wasexhaustedn Odessal havechangedabout15 apartmentsn
thesethreeyears.Plusthe road,Odessal viv, andKiev - the mostexpensivecities for the costof
rent.| evenwantedto go to my mother,becaused wastired. And | wentbeforethatto Kiev, andit
happenedhatherel meta personandstayedin Kiev. It turnedout laterthatthis persorwasnot for
me,andsol endedup in Shelter.

| knew aboutShelterfrom my first girlfriend; shelived herefor a while in 2015. All my
acquaintance&new what it was, and told aboutthis place.Now | have a very critical situation
because wasleft without moneyandwork. | lived with a personbeforethatfor free,andwe hada
joint budget,and then| moved out and had to apply here. All the friends said that thereis an
averagdife here,thatthereis somesetof productsput | did notknow how it all workedout. | was
told thati t anapartmentput | did not know whatkind of peoplelive here.l wastold thatfirst of
all, it is transgendepeople.l did notknow whereit was,norwhatarea- nothing. It wasinteresting,
of coursewherel would go. But | thoughtthatif my acquaintancekved here,thenl will survivein
any case But it turnedout thatit wasexcellent,andthe conditionswereright. For the first weekor
two, | could not reorganize, | had a shockfrom the previousrelationship,and here7 or 8 people
with mein the apartmentjt somehowconfusedme. But now everythingis muchbetter,of course.
The communicationappearedn my life, beforel had a remotejob, | was sitting aloneat home
alwaystense.

| like that there are rules of residence,it organizespeople. Everythingis very family-
organized put therearerulesfrom which if peopledeviate,it will be strange- drinking alcoholor
pets.l am happywith the location,althowgh i t far from the center,it is convenientto getto the
subway.

With thetenantgherelationshipis good. Thereweresomeconflictsandinconsistenciesall
peoplearedifferent, but all this is quickly resolved.Peoplehavea differentcharacterand someone
appreciatetheplace thathegotto,someoneed o es n’' t .

| wasin adifficult situation,moreon the mentalside.It wasvery hardfor me,| waswith a
personl d i dwahtto see,butl knewthatl hadnowhereto go. | did not havemuchmoneyeither,
not to leave,but to eat. And if not Shelter,I do not know how everythingwould turn out. | do not
have support,sometimeany motherhelps. But sheis very sick, and insteadof helping her, she
helpsme. Olya answeredvery quickly - | senta questonnaireon Wednesdayshe called me on
Thursdayandon Friday| alreadycameto signthe contract.

My educationis not alwaysrelevantin our country—i t mathematicall haveneverbeen
attractedto science,but in general,i t relaedto programming.Although | finished my studies
moreto showmy mothera diploma.In Odessal appliedfor a cultural scientist,but | did not have
enoughmoneyfor the secondsemestenf studies.When | was choosing,l had a very critical
situation,andl thoughtthat| neededo go througheitherprogrammingor testing,atleast.Now | ’
alreadya little relaxedmorally; | havetime beforethe end of the term and a small parttime job.

m



Therefore|l think it's possibleto moveto someliterary area.l wantto work asa proofreaderput |
do not know how it will turnout. | wantto live in Odessabut the opportunitiesareinsufficientfor
that.



